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BUDGET AFTERMATH
BACK TO THE STEETS: The high fuel and food prices, the cash crunch that for 
the first time in history saw the government delay payment of salaries, and a 
controversial Finance Bill that came with punitive taxes have all combined to 
convince Raila that he might have Ruto against the ropes on the public arena
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22KENYA LOSING 
ITS POWER: With 
rejection of Ruto 

as chair of Sudan talks, it 
remains to be seen whether 
he will manage what his 
predecessors achieved in the 
diplomatic space.

The mandatory vetting of 
public officials provided for 
in our Constitution comes 
about from our bad past, in 
which a President could ap-
point anyone he wished to 

fill a senior position, whether the 
person was capable of the task or 
not.

The previous Constitution was 
silent on this matter and that is 
how we ended up with a Cen-
tral Bank governor whose field of 
study was history and who had no 
background at all in finance or eco-
nomics. We had Cabinet ministers 
who had never attended school 
and the damage they did to the 
country has yet to be quantified.

The provision was put in place to 
save the nation from such types of 
people and that is why all Execu-
tive appointments have to be con-
firmed by Parliament. Sadly, this 
noble prerequisite is being made a 
mockery of. The UhuRuto adminis-
tration vetted a proposed Cabinet 
Secretary who had only one cer-
tificate – a birth certificate. Some-
how, however, the man passed the 
vetting process with flying col-
ours and went ahead to murder 
the Sports docket. That, in itself, 
proved to all Kenyans just how low 
sports was rated in their agenda.

During the vetting of CSs last 
year, Kenyans were shocked by 
the sheer amount of wealth de-
clared by the nominees, almost all 
of whom were multi-millionaires, 
with a sprinkling of billionaires. It 
is no secret that some of these indi-
viduals might have inflated their 
true worth so that no red flags 
would be raised when they ac-
quired much more while in office.

A case in point is the controver-
sial deal between Labour and So-
cial Protection CS Florence Bore 
and Gatanga MP Edward Mu-
riu over a multimillion-shilling 
home in the leafy suburb of Ka-
ren, which ended with the vaca-
tion of the minister after a week of 

The likes of Bore make a mockery 
of  parliamentary vetting process
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SYSTEM: Senior 
government 
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bring their high offices into 
disrepute.

16MUSICAL GENIUS: 
Kinoti does not 
consider himself a 

celebrity, but his relatable 
and heartfelt music has fans 
and promoters swooning.
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27NAVALNY REMAINS 
DEFIANT: In a new 
trial at a prison-

court 240km from Moscow, 
he faces multiple charges 
that could add decades to 
his time behind bars. They 
include creating an extremist 
organisation and financing 
extremist activities.

Partisan politics has taken over the 

existence of independent thinking 

by MPs. They are slowly throwing 

away parliamentary power to check 

on the Executive and thinning away 

the relevance of the Legislature. In 

the end, even bankrupt people will 

pass their tests with comic ease. 

Allan Buluku

chest-thumping.
Bore claimed that she had 

entered into a contractu-
al agreement with a firm as-
sociated with the MP to buy 
the house at a negotiated and 
agreed purchase price. The leg-
islator stated, however, that no 
agreement had been reached 
on purchase price. While Bore 
is a CS, Muriu is the Legal Af-
fairs Secretary of the United 
Democratic Alliance, one of 
the major partners in the Ken-
ya Kwanza government led by 
President William Ruto.

When she was vetted, Bore 
said her net worth was KSh200 
million. What shocked many 
Kenyans about the Karen 
house saga was her seeming 
dramatic turnaround in for-
tunes and the fact that she was 
still seeking a mortgage facility, 
that she had paid 10 per cent 
of the agreed price, that she 
still had 90 days to pay the rest, 
blah blah blah… Many peo-
ple were even surprised that 

such a CS existed, bringing to 
question the quality of vetting. 
Are MPs mere rubber-stamps? 
If so, this could end up being the 
weakest Parliament in the mul-
tiparty era, given the strong in-
fluence the Executive has over 
its roles. 

Partisan politics has taken over 
the existence of independent 
thinking by MPs. They are slow-
ly throwing away parliamentary 
power to check on the Executive 
and thinning away the relevance 
of the Legislature. In the end, 
even bankrupt people will pass 
their tests with comic ease. Ken-
yans will recall how poorly the 
nominee for the Tourism dock-
et, Peninah Malonza, performed 
during vetting. Players in the in-
dustry called on MPs to reject 
her nomination. But the legisla-
tors were whipped into line and 
confirmed her. Soon after her ap-
pointment, she went AWOL, just 
disappeared below the radar 
and probably lives in a submersi-
ble where only peace reigns.

In the meantime, what is going 
on in the tourism sector? What 
is there to expect? What is being 
done to revitalise that stunned 
sector? Who has heard the cries 
of the hoteliers whose busi-
nesses are limping and work-
ers who are losing their jobs? All 
this comes about because Par-
liament has abdicated its criti-
cal vetting role. All that’s left are 
political party loyalists who are 
ready to roar for the President at 
the slightest command.

What’s the need for MPs to vet 
nominees if the Executive will 
eventually have its way? The live 
interviews broadcast across the 
country, it turns out, have been 
reduced to TV comic shows. 
They stink to high heaven and 
we must find a way to sanitise 
them with integrity and inde-
pendent thinking.

abuluku@ke.nationmedia.com
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Queen Camilla (left) and King Charles III watch the races on the second 
day of the Royal Ascot horse racing meeting in London on June 21.

  Royal couple accepted trophy from Duke of Kent

King Charles III along with his 
wife, Queen Camilla, recorded his 
first win at Royal Ascot since he suc-
ceeded his late mother, Queen Eliza-
beth II, as Desert Hero won the King 
George V Stakes last week.

Both Charles and Camilla wiped 
tears away in the Royal Box as Tom 
Marquand got their horse past Val-
iant King to take the honours.

They descended from the box to 
the winner’s enclosure, the king 
with a broad smile on his face as he 
shook hands with Marquand and 
trainer William Haggas.

The royal couple then accepted 
the trophy from the Duke of Kent, 
with Princess Anne and her daugh-
ter, Zara Tindall, looking on.

“I am thinking of how proud the 
Queen would have been for Charles 
and Camilla to have a winner and 
keep the dream alive,” said Zara.

“It is a new excitement for them. 

Like all those owners who have 
a horse here, they are living that 
dream and hope and fulfilling it is 
incredible.”

For Haggas, who had lunch at 
Windsor Castle with Charles and 
Camilla on Wednesday, it was a 
wonderful experience.

“Absolutely fantastic! It is a great 
honour and I am thrilled they were 
here to see it,” said Haggas.

Due to protocol, those convers-
ing with the monarch are forbid-
den from relaying what is said but 
62-year-old Haggas said the impor-
tance of the victory was immense.

“They have been looking forward 
to Ascot for a long time and wanted 
to have as many runners as possible 
and they will be absolutely delight-
ed,” he said.

“It is very important for them to 
have a winner and that they enjoy 
it.”

Charles celebrates first Ascot winner

  Leaders call for  ‘consultations’  in Nairobi

Azimio la Umoja-One Kenya 
has invited Kenyans for a con-
sultative rally at the historic 
Kamukunji grounds on Tues-
day to discuss the way forward 
following what it terms “force-
ful passage of the Finance Bill, 
2023”. 

Azimio deputy leader Martha 
Karua said Kenyans will now 
have an opportunity to make a 
decision on the matter.

“We have decided to invite 
Kenyans to a consultation at 
the Kamukunji Grounds next 
Tuesday,  June 27, at 10am 
where the next course of action 
will be decided,” Karua said.

“Whenever we have come to-
gether as a people, we have al-
ways found a solution to our 
worst problems. This time will 
not be different. The only time 
we have suffered longer than 

we should; the only time we 
have allowed dictators to rule 
us longer than they should, 
is when we have been divid-
ed. But people can never be 
helpless in their own country, 
against their own leaders. Not 
in a democracy, not even in a 
dictatorship as they are trying 
to recreate,”  she  added.

Karua said the government 
had ignored the feelings of 
the people. “That is what (Pres-
ident) Ruto and his Kenya 
Kwanza followers did with 
the passage of the Finance Bill, 
2023. Ignoring the wishes of a 
majority of Kenyans signals the 
era of dictatorship. Kenyans be-
ware,” she offered.

“We say  ‘pole’  to the mil-
lions of Kenyans who are strug-
gling to come to terms with the 
harsh reality,” she said.

Azimio returns to Kamukunji

Azimio leaders led by Martha Karua (centre) at the Jaramogi 
Oginga Odinga Foundation in Nairobi on June 22. 

 Most thrilling display of wildlife behaviour 

One of the most spectacular 
events that takes place in the 
Maasai Mara is the annual mi-
gration of wildebeest zebras 
and gazelles from late June to 
October. It’s one of the world’s 
most thrilling and intriguing 

displays of wildlife behaviour. 
During this time, millions of 
animals move from Tanzania’s 
Serengeti to the Mara in search 
of food and water, creating an 
incredible spectacle.

One of the events in the mi-
gration that attracts the great-
est attention is the arriv-
al crossing of the Mara River 
that occurs around late July to 
August with parts of Septem-
ber and again on their return 
south.

The Mara wildebeest migration
 Allegations against the voting system in last polls

Ex-president Jair Bolsonaro faced 
an eight-year ban on running for 
office as Brazil’s top electoral court 
began trying the far-right leader 
last week over his unproven allega-
tions against the voting system dur-
ing last year’s elections. Bolsonaro, 

68, was not in court as the Superior 
Electoral Tribunal opened his trial 
on charges he abused his office and 
misused state media when he con-
vened foreign diplomats to warn of 
the alleged risk of large-scale fraud 
in the October elections, which he 
went on to lose to Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva. The proceedings in Brasi-
lia began with Judge Benedito Gon-
calves reading a summary of the 
case against the former president, 
which was brought by the Demo-
cratic Labour Party.

Bolsonaro faces political ban in Brazil
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  STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY

 BY JAINDI KISERO

The Supreme Court’s ruling 
this week that the KSh500 
billion Standard Gauge Rail-
way, the largest infrastruc-

ture project in Kenya’s histo-
ry, was procured legally has set-
tled a matter in which the issues 
at stake had far-reaching impli-
cations for diplomatic relations 

with China and Kenya’s access 
to infrastructure financing from 
Beijing.

The highest court in the land 
was making a decision on a ruling 
by a Court of Appeal in June 2020 
that had declared that the SGR 
contract was procured not only il-
legally, but unconstitutionally. 

As expected, the 2020 Court of 
Appeal ruling had been received 

with a deep sense of foreboding 
and concern in China, especially 
in the corridors of Exim Bank of 
China, which financed the SGR 
project. 

China Road and Bridge Corpo-
ration, the entity that negotiated 
and signed the construction con-
tracts and built the railway, had al-
so been left legally exposed by the 
2020 Court of Appeal decision. 

The Court of Appeal, composed 
of Martha Koome (now Chief Jus-
tice), Gatembu Kairu, and Jamilla 
Mohammed, had in a judgement 
delivered on June 19, 2020, found 
that the Kenya Railways Corpo-
ration failed to comply with and 
violated both the constitution-
al and procurement law. In set-
ting aside the ruling, the Supreme 

k e n y a  l e n s

The Supreme Court’s ruling on procurement of the SGR contract shines 
the spotlight on the contractor-negotiated financing model, which is 

favoured by elite wheeler-dealers

Projects negotiated and procured in the same way as the SGR contract allow you to sign opaque commercial contracts and 
MOUs by circumventing oversight institutions, including Parliament and the Controller of Budget. As a powerful politician, it 
enables you to conspire with your Chinese cronies to push a project into the government’s spending programme without hav-
ing to wait for appropriations from Parliament. 

GET ON THE GRAVY TRAIN
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Continued from Page 5

Ruling plays into the hands of ‘deal makers’

Court stated as follows: “It has not 
been demonstrated that KRC, act-
ing not as a procurement enti-
ty but on the directive of the Ex-
ecutive, failed to comply with the 
Constitution.” 

The court’s view was that the 
SGR project was procured under 
a ‘G-to-G’ arrangement between 
Kenya and China, which is per-
mitted under the law.

Yet, it was not just the diplomat-
ic relations between Kenya and 
China that were at stake in this 
high-stakes legal issue. 

That matter raised the broader 
policy implications for and ques-
tions about the very popular ar-
rangement of attracting foreign 
financing through what has be-
come known as “contractor-ne-
gotiated loans”, where large in-
frastructure projects are award-

ed without being subjected to in-
ternational competitive bidding.

The SGR contract was the typ-
ical contractor-negotiated loan. 
The scenario is all too familiar: In 
the first stage, an MOU is hurried-
ly signed with the Cabinet Secre-
tary. This will be followed by the 
signing of a commercial agree-
ment by the ministry or para-
statal.

In the third stage, the National 
Treasury will be invited to sign a 
financing agreement with a Chi-
nese bank that will have been 
brought into the picture by the 
foreign contractor. In this way, a 
new expensive commercial loan 
will have been introduced into 
our national debt register behind 
the back of Parliament. 

This week’s ruling has major po-
litical implications because it has 
put the thumb of approval on a 
procurement method loved by to-

day’s nouveau riche.
The greedy elite like contrac-

tor-negotiated loans that invari-
ably come through the so-called 
G-to-G arrangement for several 
reasons: First, projects negotiat-
ed and procured in the same way 

as the SGR contract allow you to 
sign opaque commercial con-
tracts and MOUs by circumvent-
ing oversight institutions, includ-
ing Parliament and the Control-
ler of Budget.

As a powerful politician, it en-
ables you to conspire with your 
Chinese cronies to push a project 
into the government’s spending 
programme without having to 
wait for appropriations from Par-
liament. 

Secondly, since the MOUs and 
commercial agreement can be 
procured and concluded with-
out subjecting the project to in-
ternational competitive bidding, 
you can pad it with as many back-
handers and kick-backs as you 
choose.

It does not surprise that, in the 
majority of cases, contracts of this 
nature will invariably have provi-
sions for huge advance payments 

Going through the external debt 

register, the sheer number and 

size of loans Kenya has taken from 

China under contractor-negotiated 

arrangement is mind-boggling, 

including billions for buying MRI 

equipment, procuring equipment for 

electricity projects, power materials, 

rehabilitation of technical institutes, 

modernisation of Kenya Power 

distribution systems and building of 

Kenyatta University.

The Supreme Court of Kenya on September 2, 2022. The Court of Appeal, composed of Martha Koome (now Chief Justice), 
Gatembu Kairu, and Jamilla Mohammed, had in a judgement delivered on June 19, 2020, found that the Kenya Railways Cor-
poration failed to comply with and violated both the constitutional and procurement law. China Road and Bridge Corpora-
tion, the entity that negotiated and signed the construction contracts and built the railway, had been left legally exposed by 
the 2020 Court of Appeal decision. 



that must be made even before a 
spade has been lifted.

The third reason why today’s 
oligarch loves this type of deal is 
that debt service is a first charge 
on the consolidated fund and 
therefore has to be honoured be-
fore appropriations by Parlia-
ment are paid. 

It means that repayment of the 
money borrowed from China is 
almost guaranteed.

The biggest problem is that 
Kenya has no register of the num-
ber of MOUs and commercial 
agreements signed until the de-
tails of the finance agreement 
have been disclosed by the Na-
tional Treasury in the external 
debt register.

If the Court of Appeal judge-
ment remained, several large in-
frastructure projects procured 
through the contractor-negotiat-

ed financing model would have 
remained legally exposed. Ken-
ya has taken too many Chinese 
loans. 

While the huge loans to finance 
the SGR are what hit the head-
lines, the government has also 
borrowed heavily for projects of 
little economic impact — such 
procurement of equipment for 
the National Youth Service (NYS) 
and drilling materials — from 
China.

Going through the external 
debt register, the sheer number 
and size of loans Kenya has tak-
en from China under contrac-
tor-negotiated arrangement is 
mind-boggling, including billions 
for buying MRI equipment, pro-
curing equipment for electricity 
projects, power materials, reha-
bilitation of technical institutes, 
modernisation of Kenya Power 

distribution systems and build-
ing of Kenyatta University.

In the last 10 years, the coun-
ty has been on a spending spree, 
pouring hundreds of millions, 
sometimes billions of US dol-
lars and Chinese Yuan into 
everything from roads, railways, 
ports and transmission lines to 
geothermal wells, surveillance 
cameras and dam construction 
projects, many of which are in-
complete.

The SGR procurement was also 
structured as ‘tied aid’, where on-
ly Chinese contractors could par-
ticipate. 

The 2020 Court of Appeal had 
put the legality of these type of 
procurements into question be-
cause tenders are closed to con-
tractors from countries that have 
lent money to several large infra-
structure project in the country.
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It has 
not been 
demonstrated 
that KRC, 
acting 
not as a 
procurement 
entity but 
on the 
directive of 
the Executive, 
failed to 
comply 
with the 
Constitution.
music.
Supreme Court

” Transport Cabinet Secretary Kipchumba Murkomen. The SGR contract was the typi-
cal contractor-negotiated loan. The scenario is all too familiar: In the first stage, an MOU 

is hurriedly signed with the Cabinet Secretary. This will be followed by the signing of a 
commercial agreement by the ministry or parastatal. In the third stage, the National 

Treasury will be invited to sign a financing agreement with a Chinese bank that will have 
been brought into the picture by the foreign contractor. 

Justice Gatembu Kairu
Court of Appeal

 Justice Jamilla Moham-
med Court of Appeal
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 BY MACHARIA GAITHO

President William Ruto should 
be savouring sweet victory af-
ter his Kenya Kwanza alliance 
troops in Parliament handily 

saw off the opposition challenge 
to pass the highly contentious Fi-
nance Bill with an overwhelming 
majority last week. But it could 
turn out to be Pyrrhic victory if 
the opposition is able to make 
good on threats to exploit passage 
of unpopular taxation proposals 
to excite public rebellion. 

A series of public rallies is al-
ready in the pipeline intended to 
galvanise opposition to the gov-
ernment’s economic programme.

In the meantime, the President 
should be looking forward to put-
ting into place the key elements of 
his administration’s first budget, 
after largely operating, since as-
suming office nearly ten months 
ago on the 2022-2023 spending 
plans inherited from his predeces-
sor, Uhuru Kenyatta.

Opposition leader Raila Odin-
ga, meanwhile, will be retreating 
to lick his wounds. Kenya Kwan-
za commands a handsome major-
ity following aggressive poaching 
of opposition members, but a vote 
on the Finance Bill had presented 
Raila’s Azimio la Umoja opposi-
tion contingent a golden opportu-
nity to capitalise on what looked 
like widespread public rejection 
of Ruto’s budget.

In the run-up to the debate, it 

seemed like a good number of 
Kenya Kwanza MPs were reluctant 
to go on the stumps backing the 
contentious Bill. The Azimio bri-
gade, by contrast, was out in full 
force, highlighting unpopular as-
pects such as the controversial 
Housing Fund, doubling of VAT 
on petroleum and other taxation 
measures that have earned Ruto 
the monikor ‘Zakayo’, the tax col-
lector of the Bible.

Public anger over the state of 
the economy and an administra-
tion deemed to have an insatiable 
appetite for tax collection was re-
flected even in surveys within the 
Kenya Kwanza strongholds of the 
Rift Valley and Mt Kenya.   

Once Ruto laid down the law on 
party discipline, however, Kenya 
Kwanza, to the last man — save 
for only a lone woman, dissenting 
Kiambu County Woman Rep Ga-
thoni wa Muchomba — lined up 
behind the revenue and spend-
ing proposals which, according to 
a survey, were opposed by 90 per 
cent of Kenyans.

Odinga’s Azimio troops, by con-
trast, appeared disjointed and 
dispirited. Instead of turning up 
in large numbers to take advan-
tage of any likely defections or 
abstentions from Kenya Kwan-
za MPs afraid of public backlash, 
it was the opposition benches 
that suffered significantly from 
no shows and defiance of the par-
ty line. How the vote was likely 
to go was evident from the First 

k e n y a  l e n s

Veteran opposition leader Raila 
Odinga could exploit the passage 

of unpopular taxation proposals in 
the highly contentious Finance Bill 

to excite public rebellion

  PUBLIC ANGER OVER THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY

FANNING 
THE FIRE



Reading on the Bill, and from 
then on the pattern was set for 
the Second and Third Readings. 
By conclusion of debate and the 
final clause-by-clause votes on 
Wednesday, June 21, the outcome 
was a foregone conclusion. The 
opposition leadership in Parlia-
ment was resigned to resound-
ing defeat, and already signalling 
that they would seek recourse 
outside the House.

On Thursday the Azimio lead-
ership called a press conference 
to announce ‘public consulta-
tions’ at Nairobi’s Kamukunji 
grounds on Tuesday. 

That will be the first of what is 
planned as a series of public ral-
lies kicking-off in Nairobi and 
spreading across the country in-
tended to galvanise popular re-
jection of Ruto’s budget. The in-
tention is to take advantage of 
public sentiments and resume 
the streets protests launched ear-
lier this year that were only halt-
ed after Ruto held out an olive 

branch to Raila. 
The two leaders agreed on 

bi-partisan talks under a com-
mittee of MPs from both sides, 
but Raila at some point decided 
that dialogue was distracting his 
team from the street agitation 
that had forced Ruto to reach out 
in the first place.

He suspended participation 
while increasing his list of de-
mands from the initial reasons 
for demonstrations that includ-
ed demands for scrutiny of the 
2022 presidential election serv-
ers to determine the true win-
ner, halting the recruitment of 
new Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commissioners un-
til all stakeholders were includ-
ed in the process, and reduction 
in the cost of living, particularly 
the price of basic foods.

He went on rafting up his de-
mands to include discussion of 
a whole series of issues, many 
touching on government poli-
cy platforms and intended in-
terventions as it appeared Ken-
ya faced serious risk of econom-
ic collapse, including a risk of de-
faulting on debt.

The collapsing shilling, high 
fuel and food prices, the cash 
crunch that for the first time in 
history saw the government de-
lay payment of salaries, and fi-
nally a Finance Bill that as ex-
pected came with what were 
seen as punitive taxes, have all 
combined to convince Raila that 
he might have Ruto against the 
ropes on the public arena as if 
the President bulldozes his will
through in Parliament. The first 
rounds of Azimio demonstra-
tions were successful in shutting 
down normal activity in parts of 
Nairobi and the Raila stronghold 
in Kisumu.

Projections now are that Azi-
mio is poised to capitalise on 

public discontent across many 
other parts of the country, includ-
ing the Kenya Kwanza bastions,
as well as contested spaces in the
Coast and Western Kenya.

The tough talk from the Azimio 
Parliamentary leadership after 
defeat in the House vote indicates 
what might be at stake. Minority 
Leader Opiyo Wandayi and Whip 
Junet Mohamed warned Ruto to 
prepare for a popular uprising 
and collapse of his government. 

“I promise you today that there 
will be a revolution in this coun-
try,” Wandayi warned, in refer-
ence to the predicted rise in pet-
rol prices once the VAT is doubled 
from 8 per cent to 16 per cent, 
and the spillover effect on mata-
tu fares, electricity tariffs and es-
sential foodstuffs and commodi-
ties across the board.

The opposition was called out 
in Parliament by Kenya Kwanza 
leaders for not initially raising 
objections when the Budget Es-
timates were approved at Com-
mittee stage and also not offering 
alternative proposals on how to 
bridge the deficit. However, once 
prices start shooting up, a res-
tive public not seeing immediate 
gains from the extravagant Ken-
ya Kwanza election promises will 
be ripe for agitation.

In usual fashion, the govern-
ment is likely to ban the Kamuku-
nji rally and respond with teargas 
and baton charges, tactics that of-
ten result in stone-throwing, ri-
ots and destruction of property. 
While the government will be de-
termined to prevent any descent 
into violence, it will be in a Catch 
22 situation at Kamukunji and 
future opposition protests be-
cause use of force by the police it-
self often becomes the trigger for 
chaos.

Ruto won the Finance Bill battle 
in Parliament, but the war ahead 
could be much more prolonged. 
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Kenyans are 
watching out 
there. It is upon 
them to choose 
which side they 
want to side 
with. Do you 
want to side with 
the oppressors 
or the poor 
Kenyans? The 
mood out there 
is that the bill is 
a make-or-break 
point that can 
spark a serious 
revolution in 
Kenya.
Opiyo Wandayi, Minority Leader

”
Opposition leader Raila Odinga 

will be retreating to lick 

his wounds. Kenya Kwanza 

commands a handsome majority 

following aggressive poaching 

of opposition members, but 

a vote on the Finance Bill had 

presented Raila’s Azimio la Umoja 

opposition contingent a golden 

opportunity to capitalise on what 

looked like widespread public 

rejection of Ruto’s budget.

Uhuru Kenyatta
Former President

Gathoni wa Muchomba 
Kiambu Woman Rep



BY OSCAR OBONYO

Remember Dr Nancy 
Baraza, Kenya’s first 
Deputy Chief Justice 
who was forced to 

resign in 2012 
after pinch-
ing the nose 
of a security 
guard?  Well, 
today, compli-
ance with the 
p rov i s i o n s  o f 
Chapter Six of the 
Constitution on 
the integrity of State 
officers seems to have 
been relaxed. In fact, con-
travention has become the 
norm. 

Today, senior government of-
ficials appear to have no qualms 
about public behaviour or utteranc-
es that bring their high offices into dis-
repute.  Trade Cabinet Secretary Moses 
Kuria, who is cur-
rently in the eye of a 
storm caused by his 
brazen attack on the me-
dia, is the latest senior of-
ficer in President William 
Ruto’s administration 
whose words and action 
have attracted public ire.  

Constitutional law-
yer-turned-politician Dr 
Ekuro Aukot observes that 
the manner in which Ken-
ya has journeyed from 
one end of an accountable 
and law-abiding society to 
the other of sheer impunity 
and disregard for law and order 
within a span of just 11 years – as 
portrayed by the instances of Baraza 
and Kuria – is difficult to fathom.   

The first high-profile victim – and probably 
the only one so far – to bow to public pressure 
for contravening provisions of Chapter Six of 
the Constitution, promulgated only two years 
earlier, Baraza resigned following the incident 
at the Village Market Shopping Mall in Nairo-
bi’s Gigiri area on December 31, 2011, when 

she attacked Rebecca Kerubo and pointed a 
gun at her. 

Kerubohad sought to frisk the DCJ at the en-
trance of the mall but Baraza refused to com-
ply. Kerubo stood her ground and in a fit of 
rage, Baraza struck out at the guard, pinching 
her nose and warning her: “You need to know 
people.” The DCJ was later taken to court for 
exhibiting “utter disrespect” and “bringing 
her office to disrepute” among other charges. 

The most humbling gesture, though, was 
her decision to resign and offer an apology 
to the security guard and Kenyans. This con-
trasts sharply with the current instance of the 
Trade CS, who has not only declined to suc-
cumb to calls for his resignation, but contin-
ues to fight off his accusers with offensive and 
vulgar language.  

Baraza’s boss then, Chief Justice Dr Willy 
Mutunga, kept out of the fray as his deputy 
was roasted in the court of public opinion. In 
Kuria’s case, Deputy President Rigathi Gacha-
gua brushed off the CS’s threat to ban gov-
ernment advertising in Nation Media Group 
products, but agreed with him regarding the 
media’s alleged rogue behaviour. Kuria had 
expressed disappointment in what he per-
ceived as the NMG’s “skewed reportage” of the 
Ruto administration. 

Stressing the 
significance 
of integrity 

and good 
leader-
ship, Au-

kot, who served as Director of the Committee 
of Experts (CoE) that birthed the 2010 Consti-
tution, says Chapter Six was deliberately de-
signed to address such scenarios following 
many decades of betrayal of the Kenyan peo-
ple by their leaders. 

“The reasons why Kenya has – since Inde-
pendence in 1963 – remained in a deplorable 
state with regards to governance is because 
we have experienced political leadership at 

all levels that does not care about the peo-
ple, and for which servant leadership is 
an elusive factor,” argues Aukot. 
Article 73 of the Constitution on re-

sponsibilities of leadership demands that 
State officers demonstrate respect for the 
people, bring honour to the nation and 
dignity to the office and promote pub-
lic confidence in the integrity of the of-
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RUTO’S CHAOTIC SYSTEM
Senior government officials appear to have no qualms about public 
behaviour or utterances that bring their high offices into disrepute
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k e n y a  l e n s
fice. Subsection (ii)b of the said article further 
“vests in the State officer the responsibility 
to serve the people, rather than the power to 
rule them”.On the subject of “Conduct of State 
officers”, Article 75 of the Constitution stipu-
lates thus: “A State officer shall behave, wheth-
er in public and official life, in private life, or in 
association with other persons, in a manner 
that avoids: (a) any conflict between personal 
interests and public or official duties; (b) com-
promising any public or official interest in fa-
vour of a personal interest; or (c) demeaning 
the office the officer holds”.

Dr Aukot explains that the clauses on integ-
rity were deliberately introduced in response 
to Kenyans’  quest for true leadership transfor-
mation. Read alongside Chapter One, which 
partly states that “all sovereign power be-
longs to the people of Kenya and shall be ex-
ercised only in accordance with this Constitu-
tion”, the former CoE boss points out that the 
people are technically the employers of polit-
ical leaders, which is why the leaders must be 
called out for their arrogance and demeaning 
behaviour towards their employer – the peo-
ple.  

Human rights lawyer Harun Ndubi regards 
as arrogance and impunity the fact that sen-
ior government officers do not exit office up-
on demand by the people for contravention 
of Chapter Six. Noting that William Ruto un-
successfully campaigned against the current 
Constitution in 2010, Ndubi opines that the 
President “has no respect for the Constitu-
tion, and in particular provisions on integri-
ty of the State officers”, and so Ruto is unlikely 
to prioritise the reprimand of errant officers.  

President Ruto has weighed in on the cur-
rent issue involving his Trade CS by asking 
the media to respect Kuria’s right to speak his 
mind freely in the same way he says his gov-
ernment will accord the media the freedom 
to exercise their trade. Gachagua has thrown 
his weight behind Kuria, stating that the two 
of them share a common enemy – the media. 

The Kenya Kwanza administration’s pro-
tection of Kuria will not be the first case of its 
kind. Right from Independence, sitting presi-
dents have tended to protect their blue-eyed 
boys from the ire of the masses. 

Former influential Cabinet minister and 
Kiambaa MP Mbiyu Koinange, for instance, 
liberally unleashed verbal attacks on his con-
stituents and when the enraged electorate 
threatened to vote him out in 1974, he arro-
gantly fired back that President Jomo Kenyat-
ta’s and First Lady Mama Ngina ’s votes were 
all he needed to retain his seat. 

A political confidante and brother of the 
President’s third wife, Grace Wanjiku, Koin-
ange reportedly enjoyed protection from the 
first family, his excesses and shortcomings – 
real and perceived – notwithstanding.

Kenyatta’s successor, Daniel arap Moi, was 
much stricter and there was a sizeable num-
ber of ministers who got fired – unceremoni-
ously and by roadside pronouncements – for 
falling short of expectations in service deliv-
ery but mostly for not conforming to his polit-
ical script and wavering in allegiance.  

Even then, the former school teacher, known 
for his disciplinary traits, had a soft spot for a 
few members of his Cabinet, including Nich-
olas Kipyator Biwott who was at the centre of 
power during Moi’s 24-year rule. 

When the then Trade minister was caught 
up in an embarrassing incident in 1995 with 
a chambermaid in an Auckland hotel, for in-
stance, the government moved in to cover 
up the ugly drama that nearly led to a diplo-
matic spat with New Zealand authorities. De-
spite Ugenya MP James Orengo’s demands for 
action against the minister, whom he cheek-
ily referred to as “the bull of Auckland”, Moi 
snubbed Parliament’s concerns and retained 
Biwott in his Cabinet. He caved in to pressure, 
however, and relieved the former MP for Keiyo 
South of his cabinet post when his name fea-
tured prominently in the inquiry of the 1990 
assassination of his Foreign Affairs colleague, 
Dr Robert Ouko. 

The third President, Mwai Kibaki, on the oth-
er hand appeared to have no sacred cows. In 
fact, one of his closest friends and allies, Da-
vid Mwiraria, resigned as Finance minister 
in a most exemplary gesture in 2006 after be-
ing named in a corruption scandal involving 
KSh600 million worth of contracts for a se-
cure passport computer system and a forensic 
laboratory. The deal was to be financed by a 
company named Anglo Leasing and Finance. 

During his ten years in office, Uhuru Kenyat-
ta sent packing a set of cabinet ministers re-
portedly involved in corrupt deals. Three of 
them, Davis Chirchir, Felix Kiptarus Kosgey 
and Michael Kamau, have since returned to 
the fold as Energy CS, Head of Public Service 
and Chairman of National Housing Insurance 
Fund Board respectively, after Ruto took over 
the reins of power last year. The President’s 
lieutenants claim the three, and many others, 
were hounded out of office for political rea-
sons. 

Ndubi attributes the rise of impunity in gov-
ernment to the President, “who has elected 
to shield his appointees from public scruti-
ny”. The one-time Executive Director of Kituo 
Cha Sheria, a Legal Advice Centre established 
in 1973 to empower the poor and marginal-
ised to access justice, accuses the President of 
appointing into government individuals who 
lack integrity, some with criminal cases “who 
benefitted from a choreographed clean-up by 
the office of DPP (Director of Public Prosecu-
tion) before appointment”. 

While the Constitution demands of a person 
who contravenes sections of Chapter Six to be 
subjected to “disciplinary procedure for the 
relevant office” and may, in accordance with 
the disciplinary procedure “be dismissed 
or otherwise removed from office”, Ndubi is 
skeptical that such drastic action will be taken
– not just yet, anyway.  

Instead, the lawyer calls upon Kenyans to 
wake up and defend their space since “the 
Constitution is like an animal in the wild and 
we need to take care of it and ourselves”. And 
Dr Aukot lays the blame squarely on the peo-
ple for the calibre of leaders they keep elect-
ing into office.

Nicholas Biwott
When the then Trade minister was 

caught up in an embarrassing incident 
in 1995 with a chambermaid in an 

Auckland hotel, the government moved 
in to cover up the ugly drama that 

nearly led to a diplomatic spat with 
New Zealand authorities.

Mbiyu Koinange
The former influential and Kiambaa 

MP Mbiyu Koinange liberally unleashed 
verbal attacks on his constituents 
and when the enraged electorate 

threatened to vote him out in 1974, he 
arrogantly fired back that President 

Jomo Kenyatta’s and First Lady Mama 
Ngina ’s votes were all he needed to 

retain his seat. 
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A model presents creations for the Louis 
Vuitton Menswear Spring-Summer 
2024 show as part of the Paris Fashion 
Week, on June 20. PHOTO I AFP

t h e  l i m e l i g h t

Ott Tänak, navigated by Martin Jarveoja, power 
forward their Ford Puma in Kedong during the 
2023 WRC Safari Rally on June 23. 
SILA KIPLAGAT I NATION

Smoke billows from the rubble of a 
building at Place Alphonse-Laveran 
in Paris on June 21. A major fire of 
unknown origin broke out in the building, 
part of which collapsed. PHOTO I AFP

This photograph taken on June 18 shows the 
Volocopter air taxi ‘Volocity’ displayed during the 
International Paris Air Show at the Paris–Le Bourget 
Airport. PHOTO I AFP

President William Ruto with Pierre-Louis Loubet of M-Sport Ford WRT during the WRC 
Safari Rally in Naivasha on June 21. “The experience is out of this world... I have never 
known something like this exists. I got into the rally car and it was quite something, my 
stomach almost gave way,” the President said. PHOTO | PCS

Sebastian Ogier, navigated by Vincent Landais in a Toyota Yaris, 
conquer the African Savannah in Kedong during the 2023 WRC 
Safari Rally on June 23. SILA KIPLAGAT I NATION

Kalle Rovanpera, navigated Jonne Halttunnen in a Toyota Yaris, blow 
dust in Kedong during the 2023 WRC Safari Rally on June 22.
SILA KIPLAGAT I NATION



MUSICAL GENIUS
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Brian Kinoti does not consider himself a celebrity, but his 
relatable and heartfelt music has fans and promoters swooning



OPEN SPACE

Phenny Apollo
The Constitution did 

not dedicate a whole 
chapter to Leadership 
and Integrity for cosmet-
ic purposes. High stand-
ards of integrity in per-
formance of official func-
tions are the code of con-
duct. Allowing the Pres-
ident’s close allies to do 
business with the govern-
ment amounts to conflict 
of interest. This justifies 
the requirement by the 
law, the Public Procure-
ment and Assets Dispos-
al Act (2015) in particu-
lar, that a State officer de-
clares such interest. 

— A student at the Uni-
versity of Nairobi

MIND SPEAK

Washington Orwa
Government officials do-

ing business with the State 
put themselves at a high 
risk of corruption because 
of the great size of finan-
cial turnover and the com-
plexity of procurement 
processes. Often the per-
sonal interests of State of-
ficials are not the same as 
the interests of the pub-
lic and this has led to in-
creased corruption. Many 
officials are greedy. This 
beats the intentions of the 
oxymoron Bottom Up pol-
icies as promised by Presi-
dent William Ruto during 
the campaigns.

— A medical doctor based 
in Nairobi

Felix Agar
Corruption will con-

tinue as long as State of-
ficials are allowed to do 
business with the govern-
ment. The President has 
the powers to appoint par-
astatal heads from among 
his allies. If they do busi-
ness with the State, it of-
ten leads to corruption, 
nepotism and tribalism. 
It is therefore important 
for those in charge of pro-
curement departments 
in ministries to vet those 
businesses they are in-
volved in to avoid embar-
rassing episodes.

— Tutor at Sikri College in 

Terryan Monari
When a few senior 

public officials win state 
tenders, it makes it hard 
for Kenyans who do not 
have close relations with 
the President to secure 
business deals. Addition-
ally, his friends might 
not have the right qual-
ifications for such ten-
ders. There are thou-
sands of Kenyans that 
are qualified to do busi-
ness with the govern-
ment, but are locked 
out by the system due to  
“lack of connections”. 

—  A student at the Co-
operatrive university 

BY SHEILA MASINDE

T
he edible oil and National Hos-
pital Insurance Fund scams 
exposed recently, the back-
lash against the media that 
has weathered intimidation 
and name-calling, and report-

ed threats against the NHIF heist whis-
tleblower have been the sad highlights 
of the week we mark the World Whis-
tleblowers Day. The despicable acts of 
high-level intolerance and bullying are 
a stark reminder of the urgent need to 
put in place policy, legislative and insti-
tutional frameworks to protect those 
who risk life and limb to expose corrup-
tion and other offences. The absence of 
a comprehensive whistleblower protec-
tion framework has left courageous in-
dividuals vulnerable and under-
mines anti-corruption efforts.

Even as Kenyans reel from 
the acerbic words thrown 
at the Nation Media Group 
for exposing corruption, 
we still recall CPA Spencer 
Sankale, one of the whistle-
blowers of the ‘Maasai Mara 
Heist’ that came to light in 2019 
and his dismissal from duty in 2021; 
he was jobless for almost two years un-
til May 2023, when he was appointed to 
the Tax Appeal Tribunal as a member. 
Sankale’s story of securing new employ-
ment is one in a million, as Kenya has a 
history of whistleblower reprisal. The 
late David Munyakei, the whistleblower 
in the Goldenberg scandal, lost his job at 
the Central Bank of Kenya and died des-
titute. In 2021, Jennifer Wambua, who 
was Deputy Communications Director 
at the National Land Commission, was 
killed at a time when she was a state wit-
ness in a KSh122.3 million fraud case in 
which 18 people, including public offi-
cials, were charged. These stories are just 
a fraction of the horrendous acts of re-
taliation that Kenyans face when they 
speak up against corruption.

Kenya has been on an inordinate-
ly long journey towards establishing a 
comprehensive whistleblower protec-
tion policy, legislative and institution-
al framework. This endeavour dates 
back to 2003, when the country ratified 
the United Nations Convention on An-
ti-Corruption and further solidified its 
commitment in 2007 by signing the Af-
rican Union Convention on Preventing 
and Combating Corruption. Both agree-
ments emphasise the need for states to 
enact whistleblower protection meas-
ures. Many years later, Kenya has yet to 

implement an all-encompassing law 
specifically dedicated to safeguarding 
whistleblowers. However, efforts to advo-
cate such legislation largely spearhead-
ed by civil society and the Kenyan Chap-
ter of the African Parliamentarians’ Net-
work Against Corruption have been ac-
tively underway since 2013.

Provisions to safeguard persons who 
disclose information on corruption are 
scattered in the Constitution and frag-
mented in various laws. Some anti-cor-
ruption legislation covers aspects of 
whistleblower protection such as The 
Bribery Act (2016), which gives a defini-
tion of a whistleblower, provides for the 
protection of whistleblowers and wit-
nesses from harassment and intimida-
tion, and proposes punishment of indi-

viduals who punish whistleblowers. 
The Anti-Corruption and Eco-

nomic Crimes Act (2003) pro-
vides for the protection of 
informers while the Pub-
lic Officer Ethics Act (2003) 
protects persons who are 
witnesses in relevant cases.
In 2015, a Task Force on 

the Review of the Legal, Poli-
cy and Institutional Framework 

for Fighting Corruption in Kenya 
recommended the enactment of a whis-
tleblower protection law. This intensified 
review of the Whistleblower Protection 
Bill and a raft of legislative amendments 
to anti-corruption laws such as the Ac-
cess to Information and Bribery Act. Two 
members of the 12th Parliament spon-
sored the Whistleblower Protection Bill 
2017 and the Protected Disclosures Bill 
2019 as private members’bills. 

The National Ethics and Anti-Corrup-
tion Policy Sessional Paper No. 2 of 2018 
lacks an elaborate narration of a frame-
work for the protection of whistleblow-
ers but lists the formulation of a policy 
and legal framework as a key interven-
tions needed to breathe life into the poli-
cy.  No timelines are given for this task as-
signed to the Department of Justice.

The absence of a comprehensive whis-
tleblower protection law not only dis-
courages potential whistleblowers from 
coming forward but also perpetuates a 
culture of silence and impunity. By en-
acting such legislation, MPs will demon-
strate their commitment towards pro-
viding a secure environment for whistle-
blowers, and encourage others to come 
forward without fear of reprisal.

Any feedback on topical issues? We would 
like to hear from you. Send your views to: 
weeklyreview@ke.nationmedia.com

We must protect informants
Absence of legislation discourages whistleblowers from coming 
forward and perpetuates a culture of silence and impunity
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BY SAMMY OJWANG’

T
he sugarcane farmer in 
Kenya is like an innocent 
person repeatedly sub-
jected to mob justice. De-
spite sugar being a com-
modity with constant de-

mand throughout the country, 
the primary producer is buffeted 
from all sides by forces that keep 
sapping his energy and patience 
while offering uncertain returns
on his investment. For a product 
with a steady market and current-
ly fetching high retail prices, one 
would expect good tidings across 
the sugar value chain, but this is 
still a mirage.

Sugarcane (Saccharum Hybrids) 
is a crop indigenous to Kenya but 
it was mainly used for the low-key 
brewing of traditional liquor un-
til its introduction as an indus-
trial crop by the colonial govern-
ment in 1902. The first milling fac-
tory was established in 1922 at Mi-
wani, near Kisumu. By then, pol-
icies on sugarcane production 
were based on colonial law, which 
allowed Asians but barred Afri-
cans from growing sugarcane un-
til this was overturned after Inde-
pendence under Sessional Paper 
No. 10 of 1965. 

Government gradually set up 
factories along Kenya’s sugar-belt 
in Western and Nyanza provinc-
es that saw the growth of sugar-
cane production, culminating in 
the country becoming a net sugar 
exporter by the 1970s. A decline in 
productivity and profitability ne-
gated the gains within a decade, a 
situation Kenya has yet to recover 
from to date.

This is a sector in distress. The 
shortage of sugarcane for milling 
by factories has led to depressed 
output, the available supply able 
to satisfy only 20 per cent of the 
local daily demand. According 
to the Sugar Directorate, the to-
tal tonnage of sugar milled in the 
country dropped by 36 per cent 
between January and April this 
year. Almost all the millers oper-
ate below capacity, depending on 
smallholder farmers for their raw 
material supply. Sugarcane re-

quires time to mature, with most 
varieties taking between 18-24 
months before it is ready for har-
vesting. At individual level, this is 
a long period of lean pockets for 
the farmers, sometimes accom-
panied by low staple food stocks 
since most of their land is usually 
committed to the sugarcane crop. 
Premature harvesting of cane 
is not uncommon due to the de-
mand by factories and  farmers’ 
dire economic positions. 

Some years ago, millers in the 
Western region got involved in 
cutthroat competition for sup-
plies upon the entry of a private 
miller on the scene. The original 
millers used contracted farmers 
in designated regions. The farmer 
was therefore tied down to a par-
ticular miller, breeding delays in 
payment for cane supplies to the 
factories. 

The newcomer disregarded 
these boundaries and picked 
up cane from any obliging farm-
er, paying better prices promptly 

and at correct tonnage while up-
scaling extension services. The 
miller charged the farmer a flat 
rate for the transportation of cane 
from their farms to the factory ir-
respective of distance, with the 
farmer allowed to use his own 
means of delivery if he so wished. 
The other players had to up their 
game but such changes are still a 
drop in the ocean for the belea-
guered Kenyan farmer. 

To maximise tonnage pro-
duced per acre, the farmer needs 
to properly prepare the land for 
planting, which may require ma-
chinery and purchase of quality 
cane seed and other inputs such 
fertiliser, herbicides and pesti-
cides. The financial investment 
includes labour since sugarcane 
farming, though not as injurious 
as, say, tobacco farming, is a la-
bour-intensive undertaking. 

Many farmers usually decide 
to put their land to alternative 
use due to financial constraints 
and the dearth of funding ave-

nues. Those who opt to take the 
exorbitant service loans offered 
by some of the millers may shed 
a tear upon receipt of their pay-
ment schedules after cane deliv-
ery to the factory. 

It is also disheartening to see a 
local farmer travel many miles 
from Trans-Mara to Ndhiwa in 
Homa Bay to follow up on his 
cane since the operations of fac-
tories closer home are usually on 
and off.

The mismanagement of sug-
ar factories, coupled with policy 
limitations, has been a silent kill-
er of the sector. Corruption and 
nepotism have resulted in once 
profitable companies like Mumi-
as Sugar Company, going into re-
ceivership while the huge poten-
tial of the Coast Province, espe-
cially Kwale, remains untapped. 
Government has been slow in ad-
dressing the sugarcane develop-
ment woes, choosing to bridge 
the shortage gap by opening win-
dows for the private importation 
of duty-free sugar from within 
and outside the Comesa region, 
a fertile breeding ground for un-
scrupulous cartels. 

It is not surprising that the cost 
of production of sugar in Kenya is 
almost double that of other coun-
ties in the region, the result of the 
high cost of farm inputs; a taxa-
tion regime that raises the gener-
al cost of doing business in Kenya; 
and loss of produce during trans-
portation and at factory level due 
to inefficient machinery and pro-
cesses. There are reports of seep-
age of cheaper, illegal sugar into 
Kenya from neighbouring coun-
tries, with some millers and other 
shady traders said to be re-pack-
aging it as local brands before re-
leasing it into the market, for ab-
normal profit. 

It is possible to go back to the 
glorious days of the 1970s but 
with lack of incentives for farm-
ers, half-hearted enactment of 
policies governing sugarcane pro-
duction and the unfettered rise of 
sugar cartels in the country, the 
chaos in the sugar industry looks 
deliberate. 

samojwang7@gmail.com

LOCAL SUGAR INDUSTRY
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With half-hearted enactment of policies and unfettered rise of cartels, 
can Kenya go back to the glorious era of profitable sugar production?

BITTER TASTE IN THE MOUTH

Mumias Sugar Company in Western Kenya.



THE KENYA MUSIC INDUSTRY

BY EDDY ASHIOYA

Agreat artist transforms our world, 
removes scales from our eyes, plugs 
from our ears and gloves from our 
fingers, and teaches us to perceive 

reality differently. Brian Kinoti Kinyua, 
mononymously known as Kinoti, is 
a great artist, or on his way there. For 
starters, we are doing this interview 
on the back of a fully booked week: 
he is playing at the KE Unwind event 
at the Beer District on June 20, and at 
The Manhattan bar and grill tavern 
a day later. “This week has been crazy. 
I have rehearsals during the day, and 
performances in the evenings,” he tells 
me, needlessly.

Kinoti is a singer/songwriter who does 
a fusion of R&B and Afro-soul, drawing 
inspiration from daily occurrences 
around him. He seeks to make music 
that is relatable and heartfelt for all who 
listen to it, as exemplified by his album, 
Heart to Hurt, which he released in 2021. 

At only 22, it feels like he has been 
around forever, and yet, perhaps 
crucially, he remains fresh. Really, how 
does it feel to be him? “I wouldn’t say it 
is any different from being a regular 
human being. It’s living life normally 
because I have been a student, just 
finished my A-levels in December [2022]. 
Music has been fun and life has been 
pretty normal.”

Kinoti is the younger of two siblings. 
“My dad and brother aren’t as musically 
inclined as my mum and I are. I’d say 
I got this mojo from her,” he says. He

Kinoti does not consider 
himself a celebrity, but his

relatable and heartfelt 
music has fans and 

promoters swooning
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THE NEXT 
BIG THING 
IN MUSIC

Brian Kinoti, 22, 
is a singer/song-

writer who does a 
fusion of R&B and 

Afro-soul, drawing 
inspiration from 

daily occurrences 
around him. 



moves smoothly and invisibly, with a diffident 
charm that belies his talent – that same talent 
that makes fans swoon and turns promoters 
into poets. His is a gift that demands centre 
stage. Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that 
music chose him. “My childhood dream was 
to be an advocate (He is joining Kenya School 
of Law in 2024).” In his second year in law 
school, however, he realised that while he 
may be a lawyer on paper, he is a musician at 
heart. “In 2019, after releasing my first project 
and getting called to perform with Nviiri 
on stage, I realised I had something good 
going on.” That something never stopped. 
The gigs kept coming – first a performance 
at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture 
and Technology, then appearances here that 
culminated in a sold-out self-organised show 
dubbed ‘Welcome to the Kingdom’.  

Songs can become like teenage children: 
you take credit for them, but they are more or 
less responsible for themselves. “My first song, 
Nitakungoja, was a ‘character development’ 
song. I drew from that well and started 
writing, using music as an outlet.” He was 
broken, easily hurt and impressionable – all 
the hallmarks of a life still under construction. 
From this was born the album Heart to Hurt, 
from which his legion of fans emerged. Turns 
out, when you set yourself on fire, people love 
to watch you burn. When you write a song for 
your fans, perhaps the fear and longing you 
think you are expressing as theirs is your own.

Kinoti has as friends some of the biggest 
names in the industry, but he stresses 
that he is nothing without his fans. “That 
number of people loving what I am doing 
and responding to my music keeps me 
energised.” He says this with a smile plastered 
permanently on his face, like a man who has 
never had to pay taxes a day in his life.  

And he has paid the price for that. What you 
see is not always what you get, Kinoti says. He 
confesses that the hardest part about being a 
songwriter-cum-musician is the self-critique. 
“You are always trying to do better than your 
last project. It is part of the human experience 
to always want to do better, but even doubly 
so with creatives. What if I never do go higher 
than this high peak?”

Does he consider himself a celebrity? “I 
don’t think I am famous, so it’s not something 
I need to handle. I get stopped in the streets 
from time to time but I try not to act awkward. 
I want to tell you that I know, but I don’t. At 
home, I am Brian, when I am on stage, I am 
Kinoti.”

He is disarmingly honest. Which gives me 
room to f loat a most pertinent question: 
What is the most amount of money he has 
made from his music so far? He laughs. I insist. 
He laughs some more. I insist some more. 
“Over 100K.”

“But I don’t think I‘ll feel accomplished 
until I pull a Burna Boy and fill up a stadium. 
I won’t stop until the dream is fulfilled.” He 
also wants to be multifaceted. He wants to 
be all round, and expand the scope of what 
he plays. “The weight of the word musician is 
heavy on my soul. When you think of a perfect 
musician, I want to be the first name on that 
charge sheet.”

His definition of success is quite simple. 
“Doing better than I did yesterday. To add one 

seat to that stadium. That is the goal. That 
is the dream.” Failure, on the other hand, is 
being comfortable with where you are at, 
replicating the same songs one has done. 
“Failure is not being open to exploring new 
horizons with my music. Stay open to ideas, 
because more knowledge is just a synonym 
for more success.”

“I am a very reserved person,” Kinoti says 
when I ask what he struggles with. “My people 
skills are not the best. In new spaces, I am not 
the most outgoing person.”  

Sitting at the forefront of Kenyan music, and 
inspiring a whole new wave, where does he 
see it going? “The only way is up. There is so 
much traction with the new sounds. Kenyans 
are actually listening to Kenyan music, spaces 
are opening up and people are investing 
in their crafts, going to school to learn the 
art and business of music. I don’t just want 
to hear myself playing the guitar. I want to 
keep going until I’m not playing the guitar 
anymore, but just playing music.”

Does the prophet struggle with focus? 
“Compartmentalising and prioritising what 
exactly I need to do sorts me out on that. If I 
need to be a student then at that moment, I 
am a student and nothing more. If I need to 
be at home and do chores, then that is where I 
will be. It is about doing what I need to do and 
being there to do it.”

Wise words for such a young man. Which is 
no affectation, because when I put him on the 
stand, he does not let his tongue slip about his 
favourite song. “My favourite song is not yet 
released. Look out for my upcoming project.”

Having been there, and still doing that, it’s 
only fair I ask for a piece of advice for younger 
musicians to ignore: “Sometimes people say 
there is not enough space in this industry 
for everyone. Everyone has their space here, 
as long as you have the dream. That, and 
that music is not a sustainable career. I am 
Exhibit A, am I not?” Well, I can’t argue with 
the numbers there. He has the fire. Maybe he 
hasn’t read, or maybe he has, but poet Upile 
Chisala best captures that thought: “There is 
danger in letting people misname you. If you 
are a fire, do not answer when they call you a 
spark.”

He may not know it yet, but Kinoti is soon 
becoming Africa’s musician now. Listening to 
him speak, then sing, you rest easy that maybe 
there is hope for a Kenyan sound after all. 
Your own wish? To be 20 years younger. But 
against the backdrop of what’s happening in 
Kenya at the moment, the proposed taxes on 
the creative industry, would anyone want to 
be 20 years younger? And why, if you’re Peter 
Pan playing a game you love, getting adored 
and paid a fortune for it, and you can fly too, 
would you ever want to grow a minute older?

Not that those questions keep him up at 
night. Kinoti knows, he always knew, that 
everything good, every art, comes from the 
heart. He sings songs from experience. He 
knows. 

But now, at this very moment, he knows 
that he needs to get back to rehearsal. Before 
he goes, though, what song would best 
summarise his life at the moment? “That’s a 
really tough question.” He scratches his head, 
lets out a wry, charming smile then sings: 
“I follow my dreams / You’d think they were 
nightmares the way they scream / I’ll make 
them believe (whoa) / Someday, someday I’m 
gonna be the next big thing!”

The song is called Someday by Rags Cast. 
Today, Kinoti may be just a big deal in Kenya 
and the region, but one day he will fill up a 
stadium, one seat at a time. Someday.

eddyashioya@gmail.com
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There is so much 
traction with the new 
sounds. Kenyans are 
actually listening to 
Kenyan music, spaces 
are opening up and 
people are investing 
in their crafts, going 
to school to learn 
the art and business 
of music. I don’t just 
want to hear myself 
playing the guitar. I 
want to keep going 
until I’m not playing 
the guitar anymore, 
but just playing 
music.
Brian Kinoti

”

WORLD BANK REPORT
• In December 2022, Kinoti released a debut 
EP dubbed Green Room.  It is a six-track EP 
with fan favourite songs including Nitangoja, 
S.O.K.O., FALL and Alone. 

 • Kenya’s music industry has transformed 
significantly over the past 40 years to 
become one of the most established and 
competitive in the region, with an estimated 
worth of KShs 320 billion, according to a 
2021 World Bank report.

At only 22, it feels like he has been around forever, 

and yet, perhaps crucially, he remains fresh. 

Really, how does it feel to be him? Kinoti is the 

younger of two siblings. He moves smoothly and 

invisibly, with a diffident charm that belies his 

talent – that same talent that makes fans swoon 

and turns promoters into poets. His is a gift that 

demands centre stage. Perhaps it is not surprising, 

then, that music chose him. 



LIGHT ART PRODUCTIONS

Anthony Mwelu has taken the art of content creation for brands to a whole 
new level
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A NOTCH HIGHER

BY SINDA MATIKO

T
wo months ago on the f loor of 
Parliament, Nandi Senator Samson 
Cherargei called out the Youth Cabinet 
Secretary Ababu Namwamba for 
spending too much time “chasing” after 
content creators and influencers rather 

than focusing on sportspeople who, in his 
view, bring much more value to the country.

“He finds time to interact with content 
creators on TikTok; they are good people but 
will not take this country forward. Where is 
football, athletics and volleyball? Why is the 
CS so concerned about social media content 
creators and not traditional sports?” Cherargei 
questioned.

Many content creators, if not all, would 
disagree, and especially Antony Mwelu who, 

despite not being a content creator himself, 
says content production is the sole reason 
he is no longer living in the slum of Mathare 
North.

It is the reason that, at just 25 years of age, 
he owns a company, Light Art, that boasts top 
clientele such as Safaricom, UN Habitant and 
the Nation Media Group, to mention a few.

Light Art is a supplier of production service 
such as content creation and storytelling. 
It is youth-centric and unconventional, 
says Mwelu. The company’s organisational 
structure, for instance, includes a Director of 
Happiness.

Despite being the founder of Light Art, 
Mwelu is the Director of Partnerships and 
Projects rather than CEO, as is the custom with 
many business establishments.

“In many companies there is the belief that 
if you are the founder then you have to be the 

CEO. At Light Art we’re running away from 
that narrative by playing to our strengths. 
I am very good at sourcing Partnerships 
and executing projects while someone else 
is better at overseeing the administrative 
functionality of the company,” Mwelu says.

The company indirectly employs about 20-
100 individuals, depending on the project they 
are working on. “We have been operational 
since 2020. Light Art is a conglomerate of three 
companies: Light Art Productions, Light Art 
Club, which is pretty well known, and Light 
Art Creators, which we will be launching soon. 
Light Art Productions creates photography, 
videography and audio-visual content for 
brands such as NTV, Safaricom and KCB, 
among others.”

The Light Art Club is a youth platform 
targetting majorly the Gen Zs and millennials. 
Its offices are situated at the 21-storey FCB 

Light Art Head of Project Management, Strategy & Business Development, Antony Mwelu. BONFACE BOGITA I NATION
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Mihrab building located at the intersection 
of Lenana and Ring Road Kilimani in Nairobi, 
proof of growth, according  to Mwelu.

“I wanted you to visit our offices at FC Mihrab 
to experience what our culture is all about. 
There is always free food and drinks as well 
as candies for everybody, members of staff or 
non-staff. The Director of Happiness ensures 
everybody feels welcome and appreciated,” 
says Mwelu.

His journey to where he is today began 
in 2014, after secondary school. “My elder 
brother ran a small community-based 
foundation in Mathare and at a very young 
age I and some other children had been 
taught how to take photos. So after Form Four, 
we began documenting and showcasing the 
way of life in the slum through photos. The 
images were sold used in a book titled Mwelu 
and The Mwelu Foundation, and earned us a 
few shillings.”

His mother had wanted him to train as a 
chef. “I loved cooking and my mother’s wish 
was that I become a chef but after Form Four, 
I didn’t want to continue with school; I just 
wanted to make money.”

For that decision, he was sent away from 
home and went to live with a friend from 
the slum who had been adopted by foreign 
parents and, incidentally, was pursuing a 
course in culinary arts.

“I started doing street photography. I would 
camp at Nation Centre with borrowed 
equipment and take photos. Then I started 
meeting a few celebrities in the streets. I took 
their photos and the network kept expanding,” 
Mwelu recalls. This was enough to raise pocket 
money for himself, and eventually he got a job 

as a photographer with The Skin Therapy Show
that aired on KTN Home.

“I worked with the show for a long time and 
that’s where I learnt production. Then one 
day the producer of the show introduced me 
to a honcho at Safaricom at the time, Samuel 
Karanja,” says Mwelu. 

“I remember it was on Women’s Day and 
Safaricom was having an event to celebrate 
women. I produced audio-visual and stills 
content for the event and sent it to them on 
WhatsApp. That was a life-changing moment 
for me. They were very impressed because 
they had never encountered content that 
could be shared in a timely way via WhatsApp. 
The green App was still new to many at the 
time. Photographers would normally deliver 
their photos in print form but I provided a 
quick solution.”

He got more calls to cover Safaricom events 
and kept learning on the job. “I started by 
charging KSh1,000 then KSh5,000. With time 
it got to KSh50,000 and my rate card kept 
growing.”

Having noticed that many big brands were 
missing out on expert content production, 
Mwelu started sending proposals to 
organisations and companies.

“I would research their websites to see how 
they did their multimedia content and offer 
to do it my way pro bono. That’s how I got into
the good books of many brands that offer me 
jobs to date,” Mwelu reveals. Other notable 
brands he has produced content for include 
Kenya Wildlife Conservancies Association, 
Blaze Be Your Own Boss, Dentsu, Red Rand 
Roses, Tecno and T – Card.

tmatiko@ke.nationmedia.com

In many companies, 
there is the belief 
that if you are the 
founder then you 
have to be the CEO. 
At Light Art we’re 
running away 
from that narrative 
by playing to our 
strengths. I am very 
good at sourcing 
Partnerships and 
executing projects 
while someone else is 
better at overseeing 
the administrative 
functionality of the 
company.
Antony Mwelu

”
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Thirty-four years ago this month, Parlia-
ment indefinitely banned the Nation 
Newspaper Group, precursor of the Na-
tion Media Group (NMG), from cover-
ing proceedings in Parliament. Among 
other accusations, MPs alleged the 

Group had initiated a campaign to create so-
cial disorder in Kenya, scandalised lawmakers, 
sowed discontent and division, belittled the 
achieving and popular government, and incit-
ed disobedience against it.

The Sixth Parliament, the creature of the 
massively rigged 1988 General Election, a 
House of sycophants, called the Nation Group 
unpatriotic. The previous year, Mr Burudi 
Nabwera, then a cabinet minister and former 
diplomat who was independent Kenya’s 
first ambassador to the UN and Washington, 
had called Kenya’s journalists stupid and 
unpatriotic.The 1989 onslaught on the Nation 
titles was led by then Deputy Speaker Kalonzo 
Musyoka, the eloquent lawyer and then rising 
star of Ukambani politics. He was also the 
blue-eyed boy of the Kanu barons of power 
led by the late Nicholas arap Biwott, the self-
declared Total Man, and President Daniel arap 
Moi himself.

Musyoka had been held by the hand by the 
late Mulu Mutisya, the patriarch of Ukambani 
politics, as the star of Independence hero 
Paul Ngei dimmed. Mutisya had Moi’s ear and 
he loved to amuse and make the President 
laugh. However, journalists did not amuse 
illiterate Mutisya, nor did he humour them. He 
dismissed them as issues of roadside trysts.

Enter Moses Kuria. Unlike Mutisya, he is 
young and educated. Like Mutisya he is 
regarded a leader of his community. Unlike 

Nabwera he is no diplomat, but his Trade 
cabinet portfolio demands diplomacy and 
decorum of him. Like Musyoka, he has the ear 
of the President. Like Nabwera, Mutisya and 
Musyoka before him, power has gone to his 
head.

While Kuria has as caustic a tongue as 
Mutisya’s and Nabwera’s, his mouth is a sewer. 
Last week he called NMG journalists malaya 
wa Aga Khan. That translates to whores 
of the Aga Khan. Still combative, in a good 
morning tweet to Kenyans, he signed off “from 
a brothel on Kimathi Street”, a reference to 
Nation Centre, the home of NMG.It is not that 
Kuria does not know that the Aga Khan is the 
spiritual leader of the Ismailia community, the 
minority but economically powerful Asian 
African Muslims in Kenya. Kuria does not care 
about sensibilities and sensitivities. It is not 
that he does not know that his quarrel is with 
reporters he says have unfairly linked him to 
a scandal involving importation of edible oils. 

Kuria knows journalists are fallible. The 
problem is that he has made a fetish of 
offending, and in the most scurrilous 
language possible. His vulgarity is on record 

from the time he was elected MP for Gatundu 
South in 2014 and began attacking Mr Raila 
Odinga then, as now, the leading opposition 
chief. Indeed, Kuria at one time declared that 
he would arm youth in his constituency to 
violently counter Odinga, stirring memories 
of the 1969 oath administered to the Kikuyu 
ostensibly in defence of the Presidency and by 
which the community swore not to be led by 
an uncircumcised individual. 

In 2017, Kuria did not spare a thought for a 
grieving family when he made insensitive 
comments about IT guru Chris Msando’s 
death. Indeed, the Trade minister does not 
care about the effects of the statements he 
utters about individuals, institutions or 
communities. Everyone is fair game. But he is 
not alone in targeting the media; he is just the 
creepiest and most foul-mouthed yet.

From Moi to Ruto, every new regime 
has fought the media over revelations 
of scandalous goings-on in government. 
Unfortunately, as happened in 1989, the 
government today is backing Kuria against 
the NMG.

kwendo58@gmail.com

You won’t deter media from exposing scandals

o p i n i o n

 While Kuria has as caustic a tongue as Mutisya’s and Nabwera’s, his mouth is a sewer
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It is official. The highly contentious Housing 
Fund/tax/levy/collection/contribution/
donation/charity/gift whatchamacallit is 
not about filling a critical gap in affordable 
housing. It is about creating jobs. This was 
brought clearly home by National Assembly 

Majority Leader Kimani Ichung’wah, speaking 
in support of the Finance Bill last week. 

Ichung’wah told a captive House that 
provision of housing was only secondary to 
the millions of construction jobs created that 
will pull unemployed youth off the streets 
and crime into productive pursuits. There 
will also be the cement, doors, steel, window 
frames, concrete blocks, nails and other local 
inputs whose production will grow in leaps 
and bounds and catapult Kenya into an 
industrialised nation; and ultimately into a 
major economic power.

That was the gist of the government pitch 
in Parliament, meaning we can forget Kenya 
Breweries, Bidco, Chandaria, BAT, Keroche, 
Coca Cola and other major industrial 
concerns. Step aside Safaricom, Airtel, Zuku, 
Jamii and others in the infotech sector. Take 
a walk Equity, KCB, Co-op Bank, NCBA, Absa, 
StanChart and the rest of the banking giants. 
Move over tea, coffee, avocado, cut flowers, 
horticulture, milk, beef and other agriculture 
sector historicals. And you can remain in 
slumber tourism and the entire hospitality 
industry.

Our Kenya Kwanza geniuses have found 
the solution, a sure and guaranteed way to 
rapid wealth and prosperity that has eluded 
all other countries in the world. Not even the 
United States, Japan, China, Switzerland, India, 
Germany, France, Britain, Russia and other 
industrial and economic behemoths grew out 
of such a simple and brilliant solution. 

Neither did Singapore, Malaysia, South Korea, 
Hong Kong and Malaysia hit on such ingenuity 
in pulling themselves out of the Third World 
and into enviable prosperity. Also, we don’t 
need the oil of the Middle East or the gold and 
diamonds of southern Africa. We might as well 
abandon that quest for oil riches in northern 
Kenya, because the unparalleled Hustler 
Nation Mensa-class eggheads will lead us into 
El Dorado faster than any other country in 
history. 

Kenya will not only be the first nation on 

earth to make the giant leap from poverty to 
superpower merely by building houses that 
are not needed, but will bequeath the world 
a revolutionary new development model 
and economic ideology that will render both 
capitalism and socialism redundant.

Using the same model as the Hustler Fund, 
we will soon impose a tax for construction 
of massive shipbuilding yards all over the 
country. We will start in densely-populated 
areas of high unemployment such as Kiambu, 
Eldoret, Kisii and Meru towns. Some anti-
development opposition fellows will, of course,
ask why are building ships in areas with 
no seas or even sizable lakes. They miss the 
point by the mile, for its not about satisfying 
any demand for seafaring vessels, or whether 
such vessels will ever take to water; it’s about 
creating employment, stupid! 

Idle youth from those towns and the large 
rural catchment areas will be employed to 
build ships. They will have money in their 
pockets to splurge on the local economy in 
meeting their basic needs of food, clothing, 
shelter and entertainment. And of course they 
will be able to afford rents in the units put up 
by the Housing Fund. And let us not forget 
additional spinoffs in new steel industries in 
those towns, as well as factories producing 
turbines, gears, pipes, propellers and other 
requirements.

We will not stop there. We already have a 
small satellite launching pad in Kilifi. We will 
expand it a hundredfold, and also replicate it 
across the country, starting in towns such as 
Banisa, Sabarel, Loruth, Naitatikokin, El Wak 
and others in the previously ignored and 
marginalised regions of Kenya’s far north. 

It will not just be about building launch-
pads and all associated facilities, but about 
building giant space ships capable of reaching 
the Moon, Mars and the outer reaches of 
the solar system. We will also build dozens 
of space stations capable of lengthy human 
habitation. One can only imagine the high-
tech job opportunities that will be available for 
our nomadic youth, who will be motivated to 
settle down and abandon the life of banditry 
and cattle rustling. 

Like with the housing and the shipyards, 
we will ensure that the launch stations are 
built using labour-intensive methods so 
that our unskilled and uneducated youth 
have first priority on the available jobs. The 
spaceships, launchers, rockets, control systems, 
space stations and everything else will also 
be built largely using local technology and 
products from the jua kali industries that 
will grow around those towns. Opportunities 
for welders, plumbers, electricians, painters, 
sheet metal workers and other crafts will be 
limitless.

As Ichung’wah told Parliament, the future 
is urban. Our people must be moved from 
idleness in rural areas to occupy the hundreds 
of thousands of dwellings to rise like magic 
in the next few years under the affordable 
housing programme. Construction of the 
houses alone will itself create millions of jobs 
and act as a magnet for rapid rural-urban 
migration. 

Those not working on house construction 
will, of course, take up employment in the 
other industries that will come up specifically 
to create employment; no matter that the 
craft will never float out to sea or shoot off to 
Mars. So, who will remain to work the fields in 
the rural agricultural areas that have been the 
mainstay of the Kenyan economy?

Everybody knows that our tea, coffee, 
maize, rice, sugar, horticulture and other 
agricultural products are controlled by cartels 
that collude to keep consumer prices out of 
reach for the ordinary Kenyan. Kenya Kwanza 
administration promised to lower prices. 
We will kill the cartels by giving trusted and 
loyal merchants exclusive permits for tax-free 
imports. The cartels will thus die a natural 
death. Kenya Kwanza ingenuity at work. 

     gaithomail@gmail.com

o p i n i o n

Kenya Kwanza geniuses will lead us to prosperity

  Hey, the Housing tax will create millions of construction jobs and generate wealth

M A C H A R I A 
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Everybody knows that our tea, coffee, maize, 

rice, sugar, horticulture and other agricultural 

products are controlled by cartels that collude 

to keep consumer prices out of reach for the 

ordinary Kenyan. Kenya Kwanza administration 

promised to lower prices. We will kill the cartels 

by giving trusted and loyal merchants exclusive 

permits for tax-free imports. The cartels 

will thus die a natural death. Kenya Kwanza 

ingenuity at work. 
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BY JOHN KAMAU

When Sudan junta leader 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan re-
jected President William 
Ruto’s chairmanship of a 

regional effort to resolve the ongo-
ing crisis in Khartoum, one ques-
tion that emerged was wheth-
er Kenya was losing its space as a 
leading negotiator.

Kenya has been involved in 
tricky mediations in Africa for 
five decades, earning accolades 

and respect as a critical player 
in the search for peace. The most 
successful was the birth of South 
Sudan, the Mozambique peace 
process, and the peace efforts in 
Somalia.

But in the current row over Su-
dan, Kenya found itself in unfa-
miliar territory. While the region-
al bloc, the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (Ig-
ad), had proposed a mediation 
schedule under the chairman-

ship of President Ruto that would 
have included a face-to-face meet-
ing between the two warring gen-
erals, Sudan not only rejected that 
schedule but al-Burhan also re-
jected President Ruto’s chairman-
ship.

With Kenya’s rich history of en-
gagement in conflict resolution, 
the rejection of Ruto is reflective 
of either a shift in regional power-
play or a battle of perception.

Kenya’s role as a mediator was 

first tested in January 1975, when 
Jomo Kenyatta led efforts to save 
Angola from plunging into civ-
il war. Kenyatta, then a respect-
ed pan-Africanist, summoned 
the leaders of the warring fac-
tions, Jonas Savimbi of the Na-
tional Union for the Total Inde-
pendence of Angola, Agostinho 
Neto of the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola, and 
Holden Roberto of the National 
Front for the Liberation of Ango-

k e n y a  l e n s
  REGIONAL DIPLOMACY

With rejection of Ruto as chair of Sudan talks, it remains to be seen whether 
he will manage what his predecessors achieved in the diplomatic space

KENYA LOSING ITS POWER

Chairman of the Sudanese People Liberation Movement Army John Garang (left) shakes hands with Sudanese second vice-president 
Prof Moses Machar as former Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi (seated) looks on, at a major reconciliation conference in Nairobi on 
April 19, 2005. 
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la. During that Mombasa meeting, 
they agreed in principle to coop-
erate and share power in a transi-
tional Angolan government until 
Portugal granted it full Independ-
ence on November 11, 1975. The 
Kenyatta-brokered accord would 
form part of the Alvor Agreement 
in which Portugal agreed to give 
Angola freedom. The most im-
portant part of the agreement 
was that the leaders agreed that 
Cabinda, which wanted to secede, 
would be part of Angola.

Some historians argue that Ken-
yatta summoned the meeting in 
his capacity as an African states-
man and that this was before the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) stepped in in July 18, 1975, 
when it established a concilia-
tion commission to reconcile the 
warring factions after the Alvor 
Agreement began to face imple-
mentation challenges. 

A month before the OAU meet-
ing, hosted by Uganda’s Idi Amin, 
Kenyatta had summoned the 
three Angola leaders to a Nakuru 
meeting. Of importance were the 
integration of the previous liber-
ation armies into a national ar-
my and the formation of a coali-
tion government after the exit of 
Portugal.

Though the three leaders were 
divided along ethnic, ideological, 
and personal lines, Kenyatta got 
them to sit and discuss a ceasefire. 
“Despite the long history of ex-
treme animosity between two of 
the leaders, Mr Neto and Mr Rob-
erto, there was no open sign of 
acrimony today…The two men 
shook hands, called each oth-
er brother, and with Dr Savimbi, 
who has been a conciliatory fig-
ure throughout, worked late in-
to the night at President Kenyat-
ta’s lodge,” reported the New York 
Times.

After Milton Obote was over-
thrown in Uganda in July 1985, 
President Daniel arap Moi 
brought together rebel forces led 
by Yoweri Museveni and the mil-
itary junta led by Basilio Okel-
lo and Tito Okello of the Uganda 
National Liberation Army. Kenya 
hosted marathon talks on Ugan-
da, leading to the December 1985 
Nairobi Agreement that boosted 
Moi’s image internationally. 

The agreement, Moi said, “her-
alded the new beginning for 
Uganda”. The intention was to 
have a government that included 
Museveni, who had fought a four-
year bush war against Obote, but 
excluded the post-Obote forma-

tions.“Moi’s foreign-policy initi-
atives were not wholly driven by 
national self-interest, but also by 
his belief that Africans should re-
solve their own problems,” the for-
mer President’s biographer, An-
drew Morton, wrote.

Even after Museveni overthrew 
Tito Okello in 1986, Moi negotiat-
ed his return from exile in Sudan.

In May 1989, Moi was again in-
volved in negotiating between the 
Mozambican government of Joa-
chim Chissano and the rebel Mo-
zambique National Resistance 
Movement of Alfonso Dhlaka-
ma. To get Dhlakama on the table, 
Moi had sent a team led by Am-
bassador Bethuel Kiplagat to Re-
namo-held territory to convince 
him to open the Beira Corridor – 
an important rail and road link to 
Malawi from the Beira port. 

The team convinced Dhlakama 
that by opening the shut-down 
corridor, the international com-
munity would recognise his in-
fluence and ability to bring peace 
to Mozambique. After these con-
tacts, Dhlakama – travelling on a 
Kenyan passport – was hosted by 
President Moi in State House, Nai-
robi before flying to Italy for peace 
talks with Chissano.

In the same year, Kenya hosted 
talks between the Ethiopian gov-
ernment and the Eritrean Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front led by Isaias 
Afewerki. The talks would legit-
imise the Eritrean claim for se-

cession from Ethiopia, and Ken-
ya had effectively played a signif-
icant role before the final referen-
dum vote was taken. By 1993, Er-
itrea held a national referendum 
and got its independence from 
Ethiopia.

Kenya would also play a crucial 
role in settling the Sudan conflict 
under the auspices of Igad, when 
it helped to broker the January 
1, 2005, Comprehensive Peace 
Agreements between the Sudan 
government and the Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, which was 
representing the South Sudan 
people. 

This was one of President Mwai 
Kibaki’s initiatives, furthering 
the work done by his predeces-
sor, Moi. The Machakos Protocol 
of July 2002 became a fundamen-
tal step towards the final Compre-
hensive Peace Agreement of 2005 
that finally saw the birth of a new 
nation. Kenya’s then foreign min-
ister, Kalonzo Musyoka, has been 
hailed as one of the significant 
players in that peace process.

When President Kibaki chaired 
Igad, he oversaw peace talks that 
led to the formation of President 
Abdullahi Yusuf’s government in 
Somalia in 2004. Previously, the 
October 2002 Eldoret Peace Con-
ference had been hailed as a most 
inclusive peace process, for it 
brought together 24 groupings to 
sign Declaration on Cessation of 
Hostilities. This was later followed 

by the Nairobi Agreement, which 
led to the formation of a transi-
tion government recognised by 
the international community. The 
government operated from Nairo-
bi until the African Union agreed 
to deploy a peace support mission 
in Somalia.

Former President Uhuru Ken-
yatta is currently involved in find-
ing a truce in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo’s Goma region as 
the facilitator of the East African 
Community, and as African Union 
peace envoy. Kenya has also de-
ployed troops to the eastern DRC 
to join an East African regional 
force tasked with ending decades 
of bloodshed.

That there is some pushback on 
President Ruto’s appointment as 
a negotiator in the Sudan crisis in-
dicates how the various players 
in the conflict perceive him. For 
his part, Al-Burhan has suggested 
that he would favour South Sudan 
President Salva Kiir Mayardit as 
chairman of the meeting with his 
rival, Mohamed Hamdan Daga-
lo of the Rapid Support Forces. 
Al-Burhan claims that Kenya was 
politically conflicted. With   such 
a rejection so early in his Presiden-
cy, it remains to be seen whether 
Ruto will manage what his prede-
cessors achieved in the diplomat-
ic space.

jkamau@ke.nationmedia.com 
@johnkamau1

k e n y a  l e n s

President William Ruto with President Salva Kirr of South Sudan at the Office of The President in 
Juba, in December, 2022. 



 SATURDAY NATION JUNE 25, 2023 The Weekly Review  SUNDAY NATION JUNE 25, 2023 24

Airbus gives 
more control 
to autopilot
It’s difficult not to be a bit 

overwhelmed by the Airbus 
campus in Toulouse.

It is a huge site and the 
workplace for 28,000 staff, plus 
hundreds of visitors eager to 
see the planes being built. The 
enormous Beluga cargo plane is 
parked at a loading dock, ready to 
transport vehicles and satellites 
around the world.

Close to where we conduct our 
interviews is the hangar where 
the supersonic passenger jet 
Concorde was developed. This 
site is also home to much Airbus 
research and development, 
including the recently finished 
Pro je c t  Dragonf ly  � an 
experiment to extend the ability 
of the autopilot.

Over  the past  50  years 
automation in aviation has 
transformed the role of the 
pilot. These days pilots have a 
lot more assistance from tech in 
the cockpit. Project Dragonfly, 
conducted on an Airbus A350-
1000, extended the plane’s 
autonomy even further.

The project focused on three 
areas: improved automatic 
landing, taxi assistance and 
automated emergency diversion. 
Perhaps the last of those is the 
most dramatic. Malcolm Ridley, 
Chief Test Pilot of Airbus’s 
commercial aircraft, reassured 
us that the risk of being involved 
in an air accident is “vanishingly 
small”.

However, aircraft and crew 
need to be ready for any 
scenario, so Project Dragonfly 
tested an automatic emergency 
descent system. The idea is this 
technology will take over if the 
pilots need to focus on heavy 
decision-making or if they were 
to become incapacitated.

Under its own control, the 
plane can descend and land, 
while recognising other aircraft, 
weather and terrain. The system 
also allows the plane to speak to 
air traffic control over the radio 
with a synthetic voice created 
through the use of artificial 
intelligence. 

It is a lot for the plane’s systems 
to take on.

LONDON

The supermassive black hole 
lurking at the centre of our 
Milky Way galaxy is not 
as dormant as had been 

thought, a new study shows.
The slumbering giant woke 

up around 200 years ago to 
gobble up some nearby cosmic 
objects before going back to 
sleep, according to the study  
published in the journal Nature
last week.

Nasa’s IXPE space observatory 
spotted an x-ray echo of 
this powerful resurgence of 
activity, the researchers said.
The supermassive black hole 
Sagittarius A* — abbreviated to 
Sgr A* — is four million times 
more massive than the Sun. It 
sits 27,000 light years from Earth 
at the centre of the Milky Way’s 
spiral.

Last  year  astronomers 
revealed the first-ever image 
of the black hole — or rather, 
the glowing ring of gas that 
surrounds its blackness.

Sgr A* has “always been seen 

as a dormant black hole”, said 
Frederic Marin, a researcher 
a t  F ra n c e ’s  S t ra sb o u r g 
Astronomical Observatory and 
the study’s first author.

Most supermassive black 
holes squatting at the middle 
of their galaxies go dormant 
after swallowing up all the 
nearby matter. “Imagine a bear 
going into hibernation after 
devouring everything around it,” 
Marin said.

But the international team 
of researchers discovered that 
at around the end of the 19th 
century, Sgr A* came out of its 
slumber and consumed any gas 
and dust unlucky enough to be 
within its reach.

The feeding frenzy lasted 
from several months to a year, 
before the beast went back into 
hibernation.

When it was active, the black 
hole was “at least a million times 
brighter than it is today”, Marin 
said.

Its awakening was noticeable
because  nearby galact ic 
molecular clouds started giving 

off vastly more x-ray light. The 
surge in x-ray light was as “if 
a single glow-worm hidden 
in a forest suddenly became 
as bright as the Sun”, French 
research agency CNRS said in a 
statement.

Astronomers using Nasa’s 
IXPE (Imaging X-ray Polarimetry 
Explorer) space observatory 
managed to track the x-ray 
light and found that it pointed 
straight back at Sgr A*.The black 
hole “emitted an echo of its past 
activity, which we managed to 
observe for the first time”, Marin 
said.

The pull of gravity from black 
holes is so intense that nothing 
can escape, including light. But 
when matter is sucked beyond 
the black hole’s final boundary, 
known as the event horizon, it 
emits a massive amount of heat 
and light before disappearing 
into the darkness.

Exactly what caused Sgr A* to 
briefly emerge from its dormant 
state remains unclear. Could 
a star or cloud of gas and dust 
have ventured too close?

S C I E N C E  &  T E C H

OUR GALAXY’S BLACK HOLE 
NOT AS SLEEPY AS THOUGHT

An illustration of the supermassive black hole located in the middle of the very dense galaxy M60-
UCD1. It weighs as much as 21 million times the mass of the Sun. 
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JOHANNESBURG

South African President Cyr-
il Ramaphosa has hailed as 
“historic” the trip of African 
leaders to Ukraine and Rus-

sia, describing it as “the first time 
African leaders have embarked 
on a peace mission beyond” the 
continent.

However, with neither warring 

sides agreeing to peace talks, did 
it make any difference, or was it 
just an attempt by Ramaphosa 
to secure attention on the global 
stage, amid mounting problems 
in South Africa?

An African contingent includ-
ing leaders and representa-
tives from seven countries met 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky and Russia’s President 

Vladimir Putin at the end of last 
week.

There had been hopes that the 
trip, which was announced last 
month and led by Ramaphosa, 
would work towards ending the 
war, which has badly affected liv-
ing standards in Africa.

The delegation from South Afri-
ca, Egypt, Senegal, Congo-Brazza-
ville, Comoros, Zambia and Ugan-

da put forward a 10-point propos-
al, including a recognition of Rus-
sia and Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
continued unhindered grain ex-
ports.

They also called for a de-escala-
tion of fighting and for negotia-
tions to commence with urgency, 
for the release of prisoners of war 

  THEY CALLED FOR A DE-ESCALATION OF FIGHTING

...Continued on Page 26

africa lens

African leaders put forward a 10-point proposal, including recognition of 
Russia and Ukraine’s sovereignty and continued unhindered grain exports

Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) with South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa following a meeting with a delegation of African leaders at 
the Constantine (Konstantinovsky) Palace in Strelna, outside Saint Petersburg, on June 17.

EUROPE’S AFRICAN SOLUTION



and for greater humanitarian 
support, among other requests.

Both Russia and Ukraine agreed 
to continue engagement, South 
Africa said, but on Saturday Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin ap-
peared to dismiss large chunks of 
the plan. Ukraine also appeared 
lukewarm.

The conflict has led to a short-
age of grain and fertiliser in many 
African countries, which import 
the commodities from Ukraine 
and Russia respectively. This 
has led to a spike in food prices 
around the world, especially in 
Africa. The Africa Development 
Bank says the war is directly re-
sponsible for a shortage of about 
30 million tonnes of grain on the 
continent.

President Putin has been threat-
ening to not renew a deal to let 
Ukrainian grain ships headed for 
Africa pass through Russian-con-
trolled ports on the Black Sea.

It’s not the first time Putin has 
threatened to do this, but if he fol-
lows through this time, it could 
exacerbate food shortages on the 
continent � which Africa leaders 
are keen to avoid at all costs. Al-
though it is thought unlikely Mr 

Putin will deliver on his threat be-
cause he needs African countries 
on his side to avoid diplomatic 
isolation.

Alongside raising internation-
al awareness about the econom-
ic impact the war has had on the 
continent, African leaders were 
confronted by further calls to con-
demn the invasion.

Ukraine’s leader argued that 
condemning Moscow was need-
ed to send a clear message to the 
Russian people that their isola-
tion on the international stage 
was a result of their president’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Both Uganda and South Afri-
ca, which formed part of the Af-
rican delegation, are seen as 
aligned with Russia’s position. 
Last month the US ambassador 
accused South Africa of violating 
neutrality and supplying weap-
ons to Russia, violating its non-
aligned status. South Africa de-
nied this.

It is also unclear if South Afri-
ca would hand Putin over to the 
International Criminal Court, 
should he visit South Africa dur-
ing the upcoming Brics summit 
in August. The key aim of the trip 
was to help strengthen the case 
for a negotiated diplomatic solu-

tion to the war in Ukraine, and in 
that respect, it has not been a suc-
cess.Both Ukraine and Russia re-
iterated before and after the Af-
rican peace mission that they 
would not come to the negotiat-
ing table without certain basic 
preconditions.

For Ukraine, it wants its borders 
as they were in 1991 to be rein-
stated. This would mean Russia 
withdrawing from all the terri-
tories it has seized from Ukraine 
in the past decade, including the 
Crimean Peninsula. 

This is something the Kremlin 
is deeply opposed to, arguing in-
stead that for negotiations to take 
place, Kyiv would have to accept 
its country’s “new territorial re-
ality”. Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said that talks with 
the Africa delegation would con-
tinue. Despite failing to bring the 
two sides of the conflict together, 
Ramaphosa argues that his dele-
gation opened the door for future 
talks.

Given his problems at home, in-
cluding crumbling infrastructure, 
regular blackouts and growing 
discontent with his government, 
Mr Ramaphosa may have been 
seeking to play up a win on the in-
ternational stage.

Unfortunately for him, this 
peace mission has not delivered 
that win.

Earlier, Ukraine said it withstood 
a wave of Russian missiles includ-
ing hypersonic Kinzhals, which 
were downed over the Kyiv re-
gion where African leaders were 
due to hold talks as part of a peace 
mission. “Russian missiles are a 
message to Africa: Russia wants 
more war, not peace,” Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
said.

The Ukrainian Air Force said it 
destroyed six Kinzhals, six Kali-
br cruise missiles and two recon-
naissance drones. All were inter-
cepted over the Kyiv region, the 
chief of the Kyiv military adminis-
tration Sergiy Popko said.

The capital’s mayor, Vitali 
Klitschko, said there was no dam-
age in Kyiv and reported an explo-
sion from air defence in the cen-
tral Podil district. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir “Putin ‘builds con-
fidence’ by launching the largest 
missile attack on Kyiv in weeks, 
exactly amid the visit of African 
leaders to our capital,” Kuleba 
said.

A part of the delegation visited 
Bucha, the site of an alleged mas-
sacre by Russian troops.
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African leaders push for Ukraine-Russia ceasefire

Continued from Page 25

From left: Egypt’s Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly, Senegal’s President Macky Sall, Comoros President Azali Assoumani, Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa and Zambia’s President Hakainde Hichilema walk to address 
media after their talks in Kyiv on June 16. President Ramaphosa called on Ukraine and Russia to de-escalate their conflict as he arrived in 
the war-torn country on a mission to broker peace. 
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  RUSSIA’S JAILED VOCIFEROUS PUTIN CRITIC

global lens

MOSCOW

At Penal Colony No 6, they’ve 
made an effort.

Outside the maximum-
security prison, a giant 

Russian tricolour has been 
stretched across the ground. 
Planted on top in three strict lines 
are red, blue and white blooms 

to mirror the national f lag. A 
patriotic flowerbed for a Russian 
prison.Behind these walls, Alexei 
Navalny — Russia’s most famous 
prisoner and the Kremlin’s most 
vocal critic — is on trial. 

Along with the other journalists 
who’ve made the journey here 
to Melekhovo, we’re led into a 
building. We’re not allowed into 

the hall which has been turned 
into a temporary courtroom. 
Neither are Navalny’s parents,
who are here, too. Instead, for now, 
we can follow proceedings on a 
video screen in a separate room.

The signal’s switched on and 
the picture appears. Navalny is 
visible, sitting at a table with his 
defence lawyers. He’s clearly lost a 

lot of weight in prison.
But Navalny is engaged and 

defiant as he rails against the 
judge and condemns the decision 
to try him here. On paper, it’s a 
Moscow court that is hearing the 
case. But the trial is taking place 
240km from the Russian capital.

That suggests the Russian 

Continued on Page 28

In a new trial at a prison-court 240km from Moscow, he faces multiple 
charges that could add decades to his time behind bars. They include 
creating an extremist organisation and financing extremist activities

NAVALNY REMAINS DEFIANT



authorities want to avoid the 
publicity that transporting 
Navalny to Moscow would 
inevitably bring. The picture on 
the screen doesn’t last long. An 
hour and a half after the start of 
the trial, the prosecutor demands 
that proceedings are held behind 
closed doors.

The judge rules in favour. The 
video feed is cut. It will now be 
even harder to follow what’s 
happening to Russia’s most 
prominent opposition leader in 
his trial behind bars.

Jailed in 2021, Navalny is 
currently serving a nine-year 
prison term for parole violations, 
fraud and contempt of court — 
charges widely seen as politically 
motivated.

But that nine-year term is set to 
increase dramatically.

In this new trial, he faces 
multiple charges that could 
add decades to his time behind 
bars. They include creating an 
extremist organisation and 
financing extremist activities.

The authorities have already 
declared Navalny’s network 
of campaign offices and his 
Anti-Corruption Foundation 
“extremist” and shut them down.

There may be worse to come. 
Navalny says investigators told 
him to expect another case, 
another trial, this time related to 
terrorism charges.

Why do the charges and trials 
keep coming? Why do the Russian 
authorities seem determined 
to pile on the pressure and 
keep Alexei Navalny behind 
bars? Over the years, Vladimir 
Putin’s Kremlin has been busy 
removing all potential rivals to 
the president — clearing the 
Russian political landscape of any 
potential challengers. It will want 
to make sure that its loudest critic 
stays well away from Russia’s 
political stage.

For more than a decade, Alexei 
Navalny has exposed corruption 
at the heart of Russian power. 
His video investigations have 
received tens of millions of views 
online. But even more than 
this, perhaps, it is his ability to 
mobilise the public, especially 
young Russians, to take to the 
streets in anti-government 
protests which makes the 

authorities nervous.
In recent years, he has been the 

only Russian opposition leader 
capable of organising anti-Putin 
street protests on a national 
scale. He had set up a network of 
regional campaign offices, having 
planned to run for president in 
2018. He was barred from the 
vote.

In 2020, Navalny was poisoned 
in Siberia by what Western 
laboratories later confirmed to 
be a nerve agent. He accused the 
Kremlin of trying to kill him. The 
Russian authorities deny that.

After receiving urgent medical 
care in Germany, his decision to 
return to Russia in 2021 will have 
been viewed by those in power 
here as a direct challenge to the 
Kremlin. He was arrested on 
arrival.

Navalny has long been the 
most prominent face of Russian 
opposition to President Putin.

The 46-year-old blogger has 
survived poisoning with a nerve 
agent and is now behind bars. 
Even though he has been unable 
to challenge the president at the 
ballot box, his voice retains its 
power for many Russians and he 
remains a threat to the Kremlin.

He has millions of Russian 

followers on social media — 
many in their early 20s or 
younger — and his campaign 
group’s anti-corruption videos 
have reached millions.

Navalny, whose organisations 
have been banned as “extremist” 
in Russia, nearly died in August 
2020 when he was attacked with 
a Novichok nerve agent in Siberia.

But his team had him flown 
to Berlin and he recovered over 
a period of months, returning 
to Moscow on January 17 and 
immediate detention.

His supporters staged mass 
protests across Russia and police 
responded with force, detaining 
thousands for attending the 
unauthorised rallies.

Although he and his anti-
corruption team were banned 
from standing in parliamentary 
elections, they still managed to 
anger the Kremlin with a “smart 
voting” app that encouraged 
voters to back candidates who 
had a chance of defeating Putin’s 
United Russia party.

Navalny’s consistent message is 
that Putin’s party is full of “crooks 
and thieves”. He has accused the 
president of “sucking the blood 
out of Russia” through a “feudal 
state” concentrating power in the 

Kremlin. That patronage system, 
he claims, is like tsarist Russia.

He speaks the street language of 
younger Russians and uses it to 
powerful effect on social media. 
His Anti-Corruption Foundation 
(FBK) has made detailed claims 
about official corruption.

After Navalny’s arrest in 
January, his team published the 
“Putin’s palace” video on YouTube 
which focused on a vast luxury 
Black Sea palace, allegedly gifted 
to Putin by rich associates.

The video has been viewed 
well over 100 million times. The 
Kremlin dismissed it as a “pseudo-
investigation” and Putin called 
it “boring”, denying the claims. 
Later billionaire businessman 
Arkady Rotenberg, one of Mr 
Putin’s closest friends, said it was 
his own palace. After Navalny was 
given a jail term in February 2021, 
the European Court of Human 
Rights ruled he should be freed 
immediately because of the risk 
to his life, but Russia rejected the 
decision.

He went on hunger strike, 
protesting that authorities at the 
penal colony in Vladimir, 100km 
east of Moscow, were refusing to 
give him proper treatment for leg 
and back problems.
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Kremlin’s most vocal critic vows to fight on
Continued from Page 27

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny is seen on a screen via a video link during the verdict in his 
embezzlement and contempt of court trial at the IK-2 prison colony in the town of Pokrov in Vladimir 
Region on March 22, 2022. 
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WASHINGTON

Twice a day, the air surrounding Howard 
University’s Washington, DC campus 
rings with a freedom song.

Tucked away on a hilltop, removed 
from DC’s busy streets, sits Founders Library 
– an academic landmark home to the world’s 
largest archive of records on the black 
experience. Around lunchtime, the melody 
of alma mater of the historically black college 
and university (HBCU) clangs from the 
library’s bell tower. And if you stick around 
long enough, the twinkling and hopeful 
chimes of another tune follow: instantly 
recognisable to many as the US black national 
anthem. 

Playing the song is a new tradition on the 
school’s campus; it only became possible in 
recent years after the bell received upgrades 
to its system. However, the song, officially titled 
Lift Every Voice and Sing, has possessed the 
hearts of black people around the globe for 
over a century, speaking to the enduring faith 
and resilience of black Americans against 
racial oppression in the United States. When 
he wrote it in 1900, the scholar and poet James 
Weldon Johnson did not set out to create a 
cultural phenomenon. 

That year, a group of men in Jacksonville, 
Florida wanted to honour former US President 
Abraham Lincoln with a birthday celebration. 
Johnson’s contribution was a poem he asked 
his younger brother, John Rosamond Johnson, 
to write the accompanying score. When it was 
complete, James taught the song’s lyrics to a 
choir of 500 black children, all students at the 
segregated school he was the principal of at 
the time. On the day of the event, the brothers 
brought printed copies of the words to share 
with the community so others could sing 
along. “The lines of this song repay me in an 
elation, almost of exquisite anguish,” wrote 
James in an excerpt from a 1935 collection of 
poems.

By 1900, many of the efforts to rebuild the 
country more equitably than before the US 
Civil War were crumbling, and Jim Crow 
policies started to appear across the South. 
Lift Every Voice and Sing is a hopeful song, but 
the wounds of American chattel slavery were 
still fresh when it was written. Johnson’s lyrics 
reference this history and explore imagery 
from the time (“Stony the road we trod/Bitter 
the chastening rod.”) And while it is anthemic 

in nature, the song is also reminiscent of the 
spirituals enslaved Africans sung to get them 
through the toil of the fields (“God of our 
weary years/God of our silent tears/Thou who 
has brought us thus far on the way/Thou who 
has by Thy might/Led us into the light/Keep 
us forever in the path, we pray.”) In addition, 
the song declares that descendants of 
American chattel slavery are members of the 
country, too (“Shadowed beneath Thy hand/
May we forever stand/True to our God/True 
to our native land.”)

After Lincoln’s birthday party, the Johnson 
brothers moved away from Jacksonville, 
Florida to Harlem, NY. They found themselves 
at the convergence of African-American art, 
literature and music, known as the Harlem 
Renaissance, which was emerging just as 
James believed the song he wrote back home 
to be fizzling out. “But the school children 
of Jacksonville kept singing it,” he wrote. 
“They went off to other schools and sang it; 
they became teachers and taught it to other 
children. Within twenty years it was being 
sung over the South and in some other parts 
of the country.”

Lift Every Voice and Sing reached all corners 

of the nation and beyond. The National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured 
People  declared the song the “Negro National 
Anthem” in 1919, one year before James 
was chosen as the organisation’s first black 
executive secretary and 12 years before the 
Star-Spangled Banner was adopted as the US 
national anthem.

Over the years, Lift Every Voice and Sing has 
been covered and remixed by artists such as 
Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, and Beyoncé. 
Most recently, Emmy-award-winning actress, 
Sheryl Lee Ralph sang the anthem at the 
Super Bowl this year, a move some found 
controversial after the National Football 
League’s treatment of Colin Kaepernick, the 
former quarterback for the San Francisco 
49ers who was fired after taking a knee during 
the Star Bangled Banner in protest of police 
brutality.

Though it might not have been his goal, 
Johnson’s Lift Every Voice and Sing has become 
an anthem of hope for not only African 
Americans but marginalised people around 
the world. Its message endures, and will 
continue to live on for as long as we sing, and 
the clock strikes twelve.

g l o b a l  l e n s
  LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING: IT WAS BORN FROM A BIRTHDAY PARTY

The 1900 song – originally written as a tribute to former US President 
Abraham Lincoln – has endured to become a powerful symbol

THE BLACK AMERICAN ANTHEM

The Fisk Jubilee Singers perform during a Juneteenth concert on the South Lawn of the 
White House in Washington, DC, on June 13.



 LOS ANGELES

M
arlene Clark, the actress 
best known for her role 
on the hit 1970s sitcoms 
Sanford And Son and 
the horror film Ganja & 
Hess (1973), has died at 

the age of 85. 
The actress died at her home 

in Los Angeles, her friend Tama-
ra Lynch confirmed.Lynch would 
go on to heap praise on her friend, 
describing her as ‘an extraordi-
nary woman’ and someone with 
‘grit’ despite being a small-stat-
ured woman. 

“She almost looked like a Black 
Polynesian, she was just so exotic,” 
her friend added. “Then she had 
this deep, cavernous voice. When 
she spoke, it was such a command 
of attention.”

Clark reportedly maintained 
that grit and strong work ethic 
through her entire life. “She was 
tenacious in her love of art, film, 
and expression,” her friend ex-
plained. “Really, to the day she 
died, if she had an audition, Mar-
lene would’ve gone to the audi-
tion.” Lynch went on to call Clark 
“one of those die-hard old-school 
actors, performers, Hollywood 
people. You do the work. You show 
up. You know your lines, and then 
you go home and you go back, and 
you do it the next day”.

While she may have not been 
recognisable to fans of film and 
television, Clark leaves the world 
having made an impact on the 
entertainment industry.

“She’s part of the people who 
kicked down these doors, and 
there was no predecessor to what 
she was doing. Everything was 
blind. So everything she’s doing 
is the first,” Lynch shared. “So she’s 
being in these films with these 
Black filmmakers and these Black 
actors and these Black writers 
and creating this movement.” 

Raised in the Harlem section of 
New York City, she would kick off 
her career as a model and eventu-
ally transition to acting.

Clark also starred as a reptili-
an seductress in Roger Corman’s 
Night of the Cobra Woman (1972) 
and as one of the suspected were-
wolves in the British horror film 
The Beast Must Die (1974). She was 
an early victim in the Larry Hag-
man-directed Beware! The Blob

(1972).
Clark played John Saxon‘s sec-

retary in Enter the Dragon (1973), 
starring Bruce Lee, and her big-
screen body of work also includ-
ed Black Mamba (1974), Newman’s 
Law (1974), Lord Shango (1975) 
and The Baron (1977), where she 
appeared opposite her Beast 
Must Die onscreen husband, Cal-
vin Lockhart. In the surreal Gan-
ja & Hess (1973), directed by Bill 
Gunn, Clark sparkled as a widow 
named Ganja who is turned into a 
vampire by Dr. Hess Green (Duane 
Jones), an anthropologist turned 
immortal bloodsucker. He eventu-
ally gives up that way of life, but 
she soldiers on. The movie played 
as the only American entry in 
the Critics Week sidebar at the 
Cannes Film Festival that year.

“There are so many levels to her 
personality,” she said of her char-
acter in a 2000 Temple of Schlock
interview. “She’s such a collection 

of contradictions. Playing that 
part was very rewarding.”

Clark portrayed a government 
agent in the Jim Brown-starring 
Slaughter (1972) and Muff, the 
leader of an all-female Black gang 
aiming to derail murderous drug 
dealers, in Switchblade Sisters 
(1975), directed by Jack Hill.

She then recurred as Janet Law-
son, the love interest of Demond 
Wilson’s character, on six epi-
sodes of NBC’s Sanford and Son 
from 1976-77. Lamont’s pop, Fred 
Sanford (Redd Foxx), does not ap-
prove of them getting engaged at 
first, but he comes around.

Born in Harlem on Dec. 19, 1937, 
Clark often spent her summers in 
West Virginia, the birthplace of 
her mother. She attended Morris-
town Junior College in Tennessee 
and City College in New York and 
worked as a model before making 
her film debut in For Love of Ivy
(1968), starring Sidney Poitier.
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   ACTRESS DIED AT HER HOME IN LOS ANGELES AT THE AGE OF 85

‘SANFORD AND SON’ STAR BOWS OUT
Marlene Clark is best known to many fans for playing Lamont’s 

(Demond Wilson) girlfriend in the 1970s TV comedy show

She almost 
looked like 
a Black 
Polynesian, 
she was just so 
exotic. 
Tamara Lynch, friend

”






